The Ticker, October 10, 2006 by unknown
VOLUME 90 • ISSUE 5                                                                               WWW.THETICKER.ORG                                                                        OCTOBER 10, 2006
ADVERTISING
To place an advertisement, 
contact Emmanuel Onyenyili 
at (646) 312-4713 or
ticker_ads@baruch.cuny.edu.
Special club rates apply.
INDEX
Opinion . . . . . . . . . 7
Business . . . . . . . . . 8
Arts . . . . . . . . . . 12
Features . . . . . . . . . 15
Leisure . . . . . . . . 19
Sports . . . . . . . . . Back
the ticker
BARUCH COLLEGE, THE CITY UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK
This Breast 
Cancer Awareness 
Month: Great gifts 









fl ick, The 
Guardian, 
reviewed.












Sammy Sosa, Geraldo Rivera, 
Miss Universe and almost 2300 
of Baruch College students have 
more in common than just be-
ing Latino. Each of these people 
are somehow aff ected by HIV—a 
reality being recognized on Oct. 
15, 2006: National Latino AIDS 
Awareness Day.
While the HIV epidemic has 
been rampant for 25 years, the fi rst 
NLAAD was held only three years 
ago, in October of 2003. Mean-
while, Hispanics are dispropor-
tionately aff ected by HIV/AIDS. 
According to www.latinoaids.org, 
over 20 percent of newly reported 
HIV cases happen among Latinos, 
who make up roughly 17 percent 
of the U.S. population. 
Even more alarming is the fact 
that almost two out fi ve Latinos re-
port personally knowing–or hav-
ing known—someone with HIV, 
according to www.latinoaidsday.
org. Th ere exists very particular 
reasons for such high numbers.
According to Th e Body, an 
HIV/AIDS online resource, 22 
percent of Hispanics in the U.S. 
live in poverty. Hispanics are 
more likely than any other group 
to lack health insurance, and 
thus lack access to antiretroviral 
medication. A language barrier, 
cultural diff erences, and a sense 
of isolation for recent immigrants 
often augment the diffi  culty in at-
tempting to 
SEE AIDS PAGE  17





BY MAYA KASHYAP 
STAFF WRITER
In a recent survey, Entrepre-
neur Magazine and Th e Princ-
eton Review named Baruch Col-
lege’s Zicklin School of Business 
as one of the best schools for un-
dergraduate entrepreneurial ed-
ucation. Baruch College ranked 
18 out of the top 25 undergradu-
ate schools listed. 
“Baruch’s students are, in my 
opinion, the most entrepreneur-
ial in the country,” noted Edward 
Rogoff , academic director of the 
Field Center for Entrepreneur-
ship and a professor at the Zick-
lin School of Business. “Many 
of them already have their own 
businesses, or want to own their 
own business, when they come 
here.” 
Many universities and colleg-
es around the nation were vying 
for a top spot with 700 schools 
being evaluated. Th e fourth 
annual survey assessed many 
qualities from each school such 
as the entrepreneurial empha-
sis of its curriculum, mentoring, 
hands-on experience, faculty 
credentials, and the success of 
graduating students and alumni. 
Th e 700 schools were then nar-
rowed down to 50: 25 undergrad-
uate and 25 graduate. 
Entrepreneur Magazine’s Web 
site says that the Zicklin School of 
Business off ers 11 entrepreneur-
ship courses and has 400 stu-
dents enrolled, of which six had 
already started a business. Of re-
cent graduates, 10 had started a 
business with 100 percent still in 
business. Th e survey also noted 
that 40 percent of Baruch’s fac-
ulty were entrepreneurs them-
selves.
Apart from off ering a com-
prehensive entrepreneurial pro-
gram, the survey observed that 
all the schools ranked showed 
strong dedication towards 
hands-on learning experience. 
According to Th e Princeton Re-
view’s Web site, the “top-ranked 
schools also had students and 
alumni actively involved in en-
trepreneurial endeavors and had 
faculty whose members serve as 
mentors, having already demon-
strated success in their own en-
trepreneurial pursuits.”
Editorial director of Princeton 
Review Books, Robert Franek, 
asserted, “Many students want 
to know that there are very clear 
and practical outcomes “not only 
for what they’re doing in the
 SEE BARUCH RANKS PAGE 4
BY JACK TEBELE AND
JESSICA BAPTISTE
STAFF WRITERS
As most Baruch students were 
entering and exiting the VC on 
Th ursday, Oct. 6, they may have 
noticed a long line, multiple public 
safety offi  cials and a metal detec-
tor. Th is may have seemed perplex-
ing for many individuals who were 
not aware of the large event taking 
place in Baruch College. No, this 
was not another famous individual 
speaking to a Baruch audience, 
nor was Baruch simply trying out 
its new technology. Rather, it was 
time for Baruch’s 80’s Bash party 
to begin. Th is party was advertised 
throughout the hallways of the VC 
in addition to the live promoters 
that fl ooded the fi rst fl oor atrium.
 “I did not know that Baruch 
had students who knew how to 
break dance!” exclaimed Cherisse 
Bush, a 21 year old senior referring
to last Th ursday’s Undergraduate 
Student Government Kickoff  Party: 
SEE USG PARTY PAGE 2   
“Unbreakable” USG kick-off party




For one month every year, 
Muslims all over the world recog-
nize the holy month of Ramadan. 
Th roughout this month, Muslims 
of all ages fast every day from 
dawn till sunset. Th ough fasting is 
a requirement for Ramadan, you 
are not permitted to fast if you are 
ill, pregnant, or traveling very long 
distances, in order to protect your 
own health.
Because Islam follows the lu-
nar calendar, each year Ramadan 
lands approximately eleven days 
earlier than the year before it.
Many non-Muslims are un-
familiar with the purpose of the 
fasting and the reasons behind it. 
Th ough there are religious mean-
ings to it, fasting during the month 
of Ramadan is believed to cre-
ate discipline and humbleness 
as well. It gives people a sense of 
what those who are less fortunate 
go through everyday of their lives 
and makes you thankful for what 
you have.
Here at Baruch College, the 
Muslim Students Association 
(MSA) and the Women In Islam
SEE RAMADAN PAGE 17
JOHN LEE I THE TICKER
BY JANA KASPERKEVIC
 FEATURES EDITOR
With the midterm elections just 
around the corner, an event titled 
“Red State, Blue State” was held at 
Baruch College on Th ursday, Oct. 
5, 2006. Th e guest speaker that 
evening was Jonathan Alter, a jour-
nalist whose Newsweek column 
focuses on media, politics and 
social issues. Midterm elections 
deal with a lot of smaller local is-
sues that are, according to Alter, 
“beyond what people think of the 
administration.” 
Besides the issues of midterm 
elections, the future presidency 
and elections as a whole, the eve-
ning was dedicated to refl ecting 
on Alter’s book, Th e Defi ning Mo-
ment: FDR’s Hundred Days and the 
Triumph of Hope, and the analysis 
of FDR’s presidency; its relevance, 
its similarities and diff erence in 
comparison to that of our current 
president. 
“Th e American system is very 
strong. Our weakness in the world 
[is that] we’re extremely unpopular 
in the world. Th at’s not a perma-
nent condition. Th at can change 
with new leadership,” said Alter. 
“People around the world like the 
American people. Th ey don’t like 
the American Government, and 
that can change.” 
Later on, Alter addressed the 
American public’s views on Bush. 
In his opinion, Bush’s being reli-
gious, contrary to what some be-
lieve, my have played to his favor 
since the United States is a reli-
gious country. 
SEE ALTER PAGE 4
Baruch gets inside peek 
at politics of journalism
News
Colin Powell Undergraduate Fellowship 
Program: A rare opportunity for students





College students have many op-
portunities available to them. It’s 
just a matter of looking for these 
opportunities, whether they be 
internships, jobs, programs, study 
abroad, etc. One of these great op-
portunities is the Colin Powell Un-
dergraduate Fellowship Program 
in International Diplomacy, avail-
able for Summer 2007.
Myrna Chase, Dean of the 
Weissman School for Arts and Sci-
ences is in charge of the program 
at Baruch. Since Baruch College 
is one of the most diverse colleges 
in the U.S., the State Department 
reserves two slots for Baruch stu-
dents because, as Chase explains, 
Baruch students are “brilliant and 
business students who know mul-
tiple languages are perfect [candi-
dates] for the program.”
 Th e selected students have the 
choice of either going to Washing-
ton D.C. or to do the program at 
the United Nations Mission in New 
York City. One student who was se-
lected for the program over the last 
summer is Winnifred Lee, a senior 
and history major at Baruch.
Winnifred worked in the Bureau 




and fi ghting for 
human rights. 
In doing this, 
Winnifred had 
to review asy-
lum cases from 
various coun-
tries where 
people plead to 
be let into the United States since, 
as stated in the case documents, it 
was dangerous for them to continue 
to live in the country in which they 
were either being tortured, per-
secuted or subjected to another 
type of violence. After reviewing 
such reports, Winnifred and the 
other interns had to determine if 
the cases fi t the standards that the 
State Department to which people 
can be given asylum in the U.S. Th e 
work was not only done in the con-
fi nements of the State Department, 
but also through closely working 
with Homeland Security and the 
Justice Department, among others.
 In Winnifred’s words, “the fel-
lowship program was a wonder-
ful experience.” Th is allowed her 
to meet students from other states 
as well as people working in em-
bassies abroad and NGOs located 
in the D.C. area. It also increased 
her awareness of the violations of 
human rights. Winnifred now has 
a great interest in working for the 
State Department and is very en-
thusiastic about the work she did. 
She encourages  Baruch students 
to apply for the program.
 Th e mission of the Colin Pow-
ell Fellowship Program is to get 
students interested in working for 
the State Department. Th e State 
Department is dealing with foreign 
governments and promoting such 
ideals as democracy and human 
rights. Myrna Chase points out 
that, “students come back very ex-
cited because they were not [treat-
ed like] gophers but were making 
decisions that real people [within 
the State Department] make.” Also, 
previous interns have since re-
ceived off ers to work in the State 
Department.
 Th e requirements for the pro-
gram say you must be a full-time 
Baruch student with at least a 3.6 
GPA, be a U.S. citizen, have either 
junior or senior status, and have 
two letters of recommendation, 
one being from a Baruch professor. 
Of course, having an interest in for-
eign aff airs is a plus. Th e Weissman 
Center for International Business 
has applications available and will 
be interviewing students to decide 
who will be eligible for the 2007 
fellowship program shortly. Th e 




Baruch College’s Weissman 
Center for International business 
has created a Web site providing 
useful information about New 
York City. 
With the emergence of the in-
formation age and the frequent 
usage of the Internet as a source 
of research, it was decided that 
this Web site should be created 
to refresh the data that was out-
dated.
Th e idea for the website origi-
nated from the WCIB which 
seemed natural as Baruch College 
is one of the most diverse colleges 
in the nation. Constant interac-
tion with international students 
or students who were born out-
side of America sparked the idea 
for the inception of this Web site. 
Professor Eugene J. Sherman, a 
Fellow at the WCIB and a profes-
sor of economics and fi nance was 
approached to create this site. 
In the Web site’s forward, he 
expressed the view that “New 
York is the capital of the mod-
ern world.” Sherman attributes 
this statement to the creativity 
brought by the diversity of a mul-
tinational NYC.
 “Immigrants bring with them 
ideas, creativity, initiative and 
ambition, and the Weissman 
Center wanted to create some-
thing that will refl ect this dynam-
ic,” says Sherman. 
Th e primary purpose for creat-
ing this site was to provide more 
information to Baruch students, 
CUNY students, and any other 
student doing research on New 
York City. Th ough, it is also an 
excellent and helpful source for 
others. 
Th e laborious work of re-
search, data collection and the fi -
nal collaboration of the informa-
tion spanned over a ten month 
period in 2004 by four Baruch 
College graduate students: Mari-
ana Kind, Chitra Priyamvada, 
Gladwyn Desouza, and Ai Lin 
See, who all worked at the Weiss-
man Center. Th is Web site is truly 
unique in that there is no other 
such site that provides this type of 
information.
Th e Web site has recently up-
dated to improve the data. Pro-
fessor Sherman’s research assis-
tant, Marcela Solano, insisted on 
adding “Fresh data, an improved 
format and more links.” Th is up-
grade compliments the website 
advertising initiative as it is an 
appropriate “marketing hook” 
that will catch people’s attention. 
Other promotional eff orts have 
been done through personal let-
ters, press campaigns and press 
releases. 
Besides providing excellent 
resources to NYC, this compendi-
um contains various facts, details 
and sets of records that are inter-
esting and fun to peruse. Th e site 
is divided into sixteen chapters, 
making it easy to navigate and 
use. Th ere is a myriad of informa-
tion pertaining to New York City 
spanning education, demograph-
ics, business, sports, culture and 
health. 
Browsing through each sec-
tion, you will fi nd more specifi c 
information about the category of 
interest, such as “School enroll-
ment in 2000” under the Educa-
tion chapter, or “Languages spo-
ken” under the Population and 
Geography selection. It is good 
for research purposes, but it will 
also be relevant to those who are 
seeking auxiliary information 
along their non-school related 
searches, such as company or job 
searches. “Th e site can narrow or 
reduce the diffi  culty of searches,” 
explains Sherman. 
Th ere has been wide usage 
since its creation. Various cours-
es at Baruch College are using the 
data and students who are look-
ing for more information about 
NYC are all visiting the site. 
Future prospects include ex-
pansion of the content and an-
nual updates of data. “We are 
open to suggestions and we invite 
everyone to write in their com-
ments either, on the Web site or 
to the Weissman Center,” says 
Sherman. 
Th is Web site on New York City 
was prepared for the internation-
ally diverse community at Ba-
ruch College and New York and 
its multitude of information ful-
fi lls that mission. You can satisfy 
your curiosity and educate your-
self about Baruch’s surrounding 
neighborhoods by logging onto 
www.baruch.cuny.edu/nycdata. 
Baruch makes NYC 
research a simpler feat
WWW.BARUCH.CUNY.EDU/NYCDATA
Retro party at Baruch a huge success
ß CONTINUED FROM FRONT
Th e Unbreakable 80’s Party which 
took place in the Multipurpose 
room from 5:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m., 
hosted by WBMB Radio Station. 
Th e multipurpose room was 
elaborately decorated and ornate 
with Baruch signs, colors and 
gear. Many of the students were 
extremely satisfi ed with the large 
array of free food and drinks. Filiz 
Ercan, junior, loved the disco-like 
environment, which gave off  a real 
80’s feel. 
Th e highlight of the Unbreak-
able 80’s Party was undoubtedly the 
break dancing competition at 8:00 
p.m. where the best break dancer 
won a $100 Amex card. Shari Ack-
on, 19, thought the old school party 
ideas like break dancing were fun 
and unexpected. “Th is guy came 
out of nowhere and was spinning 
on his head,” she said, referring to 
the winner of the competition. 
At the beginning of the party, 
the DJ played several diff erent mu-
sic videos from the 80’s—Prince, 
Michael Jackson, Rick James and 
New Edition. It was nice time to 
reminisce on the 80’s, Bush said. 
She especially enjoyed the fashion 
part, including the Catwalk Com-
petition. She was happy to see the 
diff erent 80’s styles. For example, 
the male winner of the Catwalk 
Competition, Richard Poz, was 
wearing a red shirt with a huge 
clock as a chain. Kerry Coddett, 
the female winner, was rocking big 
earrings, a plaid shirt and Nike Air 
Force Dunks. 
Tyrone Woodson, 20, a junior, 
also enjoyed the old school mu-
sic. He said a lot of the 80’s songs 
were unexpected including that of 
Prince and Michael Jackson. “I felt 
great because it brought back a lot 
of childhood memories. Th e break 
dancing songs made me remember 
of the times when I used to pop-loc 
[a robot kind of dance] as a kid in 
the 80s,” he said smiling.
After the show, Woodson’s 
throat was sore because he said he 
was screaming and cheering for 
Richard Poz, the male winner of 
the Catwalk Competition. “He was 
dressed like Flava Flav, I did not 
expect to see the clock around his 
neck,” he said.
Students of all ages, from fresh-
men to seniors, along with staff 
members and possibly a few alum-
ni were 
dressed up in full costumes, in-
cluding wigs, and hats. As opposed 
to club hours where students are 
segregated into distinct interests, 
this party instilled excitement in 
the collective population to the 
point that students could be seen 
showing off  their dance routines to 
one another on the main fl oor. 
ROBERT BENIMOFF I THE TICKER
In the 80’s catwalk competition, students showcased their best vintage outfi ts.
VICTOR CHU I THE TICKER
ROBERT BENIMOFF I THE TICKER
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NABA opens doors to Fortune 500 Companies
BY KARIMA WARNER
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
On Friday, Sept. 29, 2006, the 
National Association of Black Ac-
countants of the Baruch College 
Chapter held their fi rst evening 
meeting of the semester Which 
consisted of a panel discussion on 
the Benefi ts and Opportunities of 
NABA. NABA New York profession-
als from Fortune 500 Companies 
such as PricewaterhouseCoopers, 
KPMG, and Citigroup were in at-
tendance.
Robert Pauley, 2 Vice President 
of NABA Baruch, coordinated this 
meeting and served as the modera-
tor along with members of the Ex-
ecutive Board, who were present to 
answer questions from those in at-
tendance. At the conclusion of the 
panel discussion, the students had 
the opportunity to network with 
the professionals. One individual 
who attended for the fi rst time 
commented, “I am truly amazed; 
I wish I joined this organization 
upon starting at Baruch.”
NABA caters to students of all 
ethnic backgrounds and business 
majors. One of the greatest benefi ts 
of being a part of this organization 
are the networking opportunities. 
Th e New York chapter consists of 
over 600 student members, over 
600 professional members and is 
continuing to grow. Th e Baruch 
College chapter has been active for 
over 30 years under the provision 
of Patricia Johnson, Student Devel-
opment Counselor in the SEEK of-
fi ce, who has helped the chapter to 
develop relationships with profes-
sionals from each company repre-
sented in NABA. 
Th e chapter participates in, 
alongprofessional chapter,  month-
ly student development and profes-
sional meetings, community ser-
vice events, the Volunteer Income 
Tax Assistance (VITA) program, 
and more. 
In addition, the New York chap-
ter has a mentoring program where 
students are matched with profes-
sionals from their respective fi elds. 
Th e purpose of this program is to 
develop meaningful relationships 
with professionals on a more ca-
sual basis. Th ere is also a JobBank 
program, which helps members in 
areas such as resume writing, inter-
viewing, and networking. Th is se-
mester, the chapter has implement-
ed a tutoring program, currently 
off ered for fi nance, mathematics 
and English. For more information 
on any of the aforementioned pro-
grams, email baruch_naba@yahoo.
com.
Currently, the chapter is prepar-
ing for the annual Eastern Region 
Student Conference in East Bruns-
wick, New Jersey from October 12 
to October 15. Approximately 30 
students from Baruch will be at-
tending and will each have the op-
portunity to participate in two and 
one half days of seminars, a career 
fair, and interviews with the 15 to 20 
fi rms represented. Some of these 
include Big Four accounting fi rms 
like: JP Morgan, Goldman Sachs, 






ß CONTINUED FROM FRONT
classroom, but [also] that their de-
gree will work for them with those 
same practical-based outcomes 
once they graduate.”
Rieva Lesonsky, Senior Vice 
President and Editorial Director 
at Entrepreneur Magazine, said, 
“Th e credibility of Th e Princeton 
Review’s research combined with 
Entrepreneur’s comprehensive 
knowledge of the challenges fac-
ing entrepreneurs today make this 
survey especially valuable.”
Baruch’s accolades do not 
stop there, however. Following 
the Entrepreneur Magazine and 
Th e Princeton Review survey, the 
Zicklin School of Business was 
ranked in the top 50 regional busi-
ness schools by Th e Wall Street 
Journal and a Harris Interactive 
Business School survey.
Harris Interactive’s website 
states, “Th e 85 business schools 
included in the study are rated on 
21 key attributes by recruiters who 
directly work with the school, and 
have the specifi c experience with 
the schools and their students.” 
Over 4,000 M.B.A. recruiters were 
interviewed online where they 
rated the schools they had just 
visited. From this, 5,651 school 
ratings were produced and each 
school required 20 recruiter rat-
ings to be qualifi ed for the survey.
Beth Forbes, Senior Vice 
President for the Harris Interac-
tive Brand and Strategy Consult-
ing Practice at Harris Interactive, 
declared, “Our study provides 
schools with an in-depth under-
standing of recruiter perceptions 
towards business school talent, 
and the characteristics they con-
sider most important when hiring 
graduates. Over the six years that 
we’ve conducted the business 
schools study, we have seen many 
schools use the results to help 
them strengthen their position in 
the marketplace.”
Alter talks Bush, media, politics
ß CONTINUED FROM FRONT
“It’s not about I.Q. Having a
brain helps, but it’s not a job re-
quirement … Where it falls apart 
for [Bush] is that he is not compe-
tent,” stated Alter, who believes that 
Bush might have the same I.Q. as 
FDR had. “It’s not that he’s dumb, 
it’s not that he is evil, it’s that he is 
incompetent. After a while that im-
pression sets in.” He went on to say 
that Bush is, however, very smart 
politically and that people have 
given him a chance to prove him-
self. Unfortunately, after a repeti-
tion of various mistakes and being 
unresponsive to people’s needs, 
most have given up on him. Alter 
says he gave up on Bush after hur-
ricane Katrina, when the President 
made promises to those who were 
left with nothing, which he didn’t 
keep. 
According to Alter, the diff er-
ence between Bush and FDR is that 
Bush is not fl exible and responsive 
to changes, as he should be. Anoth-
er point that was raised throughout 
the evening was execution of poli-
cies. Alter mentioned three char-
acteristics that are important in 
a leader: vision, communication 
and execution. It is his opinion that 
Bush has failed at execution as far 
as he is concerned. 
Alter also mentioned that exe-
cution is important, even in writing 
as a journalist. He stated that not 
having access to the White House, 
which has been a reality since Bush 
took offi  ce, isn’t necessarily a bad 
thing, since stories don’t get spun, 
and journalists can  explore other 
options for sources. 
Alter then addressed the fact 
that a large part of the population 
feels that journalists are cut off  from 
average people. “Don’t you think 
this is the worst media we have ever 
had?” asked Myrna Chase, Dean of 
the Weissman School of Arts and 
Sciencea, during the Q&A session. 
“I hate to be contentious with you, 
but it’s just simply not true.  People 
project their anger onto the media. 
It is a shoot-the-messenger kind of 
thing,” Alter disagreed. “Now, I say 
this acknowledging huge media 
errors, big missed stories, missed 
opportunities, bad stories … peo-
ple who kissed up too much to the 
White House, but you can also fi nd 
a lot of counter examples.” 
Other questions that were 
raised by Baruch students and 
other guests concerned the future 
of journalism as a whole, as well 
as the future of journalistic stan-
dards.  “Th e mainstream media is 
still immensely important because 
the more information there is, 
the more clutter, the more people 
crave journalists and organizations 
that can cut through the clutter. But 
they are less dominant, and I don’t 
think we can get away from the re-
ality of that,” answered Alter. 
BY ALI KHALIQ AND 
MUNTASIR AHMED
CONTRIBUTING WRITERS
On Th ursday, Oct. 5, Baruch Col-
lege hosted a panel discussion on 
reggaeton and its impact on Ameri-
can culture in the Vertical Campus. 
Speakers included Morning show 
host Lisa Rodriguez and Wu-Latino 
President, Ray Roq Acosta. A third 
guest, DJ Kazzanova, an aspiring 
reggaeton DJ artist, did not make 
the show. 
“It was very diffi  cult contact-
ing the guests,” explained Steven 
Nunez, President of La Unidad La-
tina, of Lamda Upsilan Lamda Fra-
ternity Inc.       
Scheduled precisely for Hispan-
ic Heritage month, Nunez has been 
coordinating with regional chap-
ters of his fraternity as well as the 
various Hispanic clubs and groups 
here at Baruch College. 
Th e panel discussion was at-
tended by Hispanic students from 
schools across New York City in-
cluding Fordham University, CUNY 
Hunter, CUNY CCNY and CUNY 
John Jay, creating a discussion au-
dience of more than 100 people.
Th e panel discussion was about 
the impact on reggaeton and how it 
is fl owing into mainstream Ameri-
can music pioneered by the success 
of artists such as Daddy Yankee, DJ 
Kazzanova and the reggaeton sta-
tion La Kalle (105.9-92.7).
Th e audience asked Amanda 
Torres, a junior at Fordham Univer-
sity, who is half Puerto-Rican and 
half Dominican, how, exactly, she 
would defi ne reggaeton.
“It really became popular 
around the early 90’s with mainly 
Hispanic youth,” said Torres. “Reg-
gaeton blends Jamaican musical 
infl uences of reggae with both Lat-
in-American bomba styles and of 
course, American hip-hop”.
Lauren, a junior at Baruch said, 
“Daddy Yankee is really the one 
who commercialized reggaeton 
across North America.” She ex-
plained that “the roots of reggaeton 
were established when Jamaicans 
came over to Panama to help build 
the Panama Canal.” With them they 
brought their infl uences, most no-
tably, the reggae musical style. 
When asked why he chose to in-
vite guests from the La Kalle radio 
station, La Unidad Latina President 
Steven Nunez explained, “It is the 
prominent Hispanic radio station” 
and that “Reggaeton is part of a 
new movement, a re-identifi cation 
of Latin Youth, and La Kalle is defi -
nitely a part of it.” 
He told us that reggaeton has 
yet to peak in American culture. It 
is currently widely popular in cities 
such as L.A., Chicago, New York, 
Miami, Boston and Houston: cities 
with signifi cant Hispanic popula-
tions. However, with the collabora-
tion of popular hip-hop artists, reg-
gaeton has a most promising future 
in North America.
For more information on reggae-
ton and upcoming events sched-
uled for Hispanic Heritage month 
at Baruch, contact La Unidad La-
tina on the third fl oor in the VC.
JONATHAN ALTER
VICTOR CHU I THE TICKER
La Kalle show host Lisa Rodriguez and Wu-Latino President Ray Roq Acosta listen to Steven Nunez, President of La Unidad.
Reggaeton panel discusses evolution 
of this versatile music genre
VICTOR CHU I THE TICKER
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THE TICKER EDITORIAL BOARD
The opinions expressed on this 
pages are those of the individual 
writers, and do not necessarily 
represent those of The Ticker. The 
Ticker opinion page welcomes 
submissions from students and 
faculty.They can be e-mailed to 
tickeroped@yahoo.com or delivered 
to the Ticker offi  ce on the third fl oor 
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 BY MARINA SOBIYEVA
I do not think that a hold up at the turnstiles 
should be a reason for anybody to be late for 
class. After all, all you need to do is swipe your 
I.D. card. I, a sophomore at Baruch, personally 
never found a problem with the turnstiles. 
I came from a high school where every 
single morning, students were required to 
go through metal detectors while inspectors 
search and scan their belongings. My morning 
had to start with me worrying about being late 
for class because of the school’s policies, as if 
being in an overly populated school was not 
bad enough. On top of it all, I had to make sure 
I did not leave any loose change in my pockets, 
or anything metal in my clothes. Th ese kinds 
of things would have caused me extra prob-
lems. Swiping my I.D. card never seemed to 
me as a big deal. When I started college, one of 
the things that made me very happy was that I 
could arrive to the front door about fi ve min-
utes before my class would begin and still be 
on time.
I am not trying to compare the advantages 
of being in college to the advantages (or dis-
advantages) of being in high school. In other 
words, what I’m trying to say is that we as 
college students have no reason to complain 
about I.D. policy. If you feel that having to 
swipe your I.D. card may cause you to arrive 
to class late, then perhaps you should consid-
er trying to get to school earlier. In any event, 
even if you do show up late for class once dur-
ing the semester the professor most likely will 
not hold it against you.
Parker Brothers: the unforseen remedy
BY MICHAEL WURSTHORN
Last weeks’s article on moonlight caus-
ing cancer was probably one of the most 
uninformative articles I’ve ever read in this 
paper. It’s been known for several years that 
the rays of the moon are one of the deadli-
est forces known to man. Ancient Sumeri-
an’s had depicted the eff ects of these “rays 
of death” through ancient drawings. Th e 
downfall of this once great civilization is at-
tributed to moonlight.
I had the unfortunate pleasure of sitting 
down with Mr. Mer, and let me tell you the 
only thing he is pioneering is male canine 
reproduction. When he isn’t listening to 
old tapes of Dr. Timothy Leary advocating 
the use of LSD, he’s performing embryonic 
fertilizations within the kidneys of Labrador 
Retrievers. He did establish the foundations 
for three legged children with Moonlight 
Cancer (MC) as well as various other types 
of MC illnesses, but his purpose for this is 
not to fi nd ways of stopping MC, rather it’s 
to only continue the experiments of one de-
ranged man fi xated on seeing a male dog 
with an obtuse stomach, carrying what he 
hopes to be his future child. 
We do have one small hope in stopping 
the deadly eff ects of Moon Cancer. I was 
able to talk with an anonymous represen-
tative of Parker Brothers, the geniuses be-
hind such family favorites like Monopoly, 
Scrabble and Pictionary. He disclosed to me 
that Parker Brothers is currently working on 
a skin lotion which will have the ability to 
block out the deadly rays of the moon. Th is 
lotion, currently in the fi nal phases of test-
ing, will be pivotal in stopping this disease 
dead in its tracks. 
Soon after the release of this lotion, Parker 
Brothers plans on releasing Moonlight Can-
cer, the board game. Th e goal of which is to 
take turns rolling dice and beat your friends 
and family to the space capsule. Th ose who 
don’t make it will end up dying of MC on the 
surface of the moon. 
Th is fantastic set is planning on world-
wide release in 2018. Until then stay out of 
the moonlight. 
Pope more fried than Benedict
BY CAROLINE DEFAY
My dad always says that it’s pointless to 
discuss tastes. I say it’s pointless to discuss 
tastes and religions. It’s not that I am against 
inter-religious dialogue, but there is no way 
it can be polite and frank at the same time. 
Any discussion on another religion that 
somewhat criticizes or questions fundamen-
tal doctrines is considered an attack. And in 
the world that we live in any criticism that 
opposes Christianity to Islam is viewed as a 
trigger to World War III. 
Okay, maybe I am exaggerating, or am I? I 
mean nowadays you can’t even bring a bottle 
of water on a plane, but that’s a totally diff er-
ent story. Granted that the war on terror has 
nothing to do with a clash between Christian 
and Islamic cultures, the least we could say 
is that it is a time of extreme delicacy when 
it comes to discussing religious matters. And 
in this delicate time, the Pope’s words fell 
like a bull in a china shop.
On Sep. 12, the Pope, during his speech at 
the University of Ratisbons, quoted a 14 cen-
tury Byzantine emperor who made an intrin-
sic connection between violence and Islam. 
Th e Pope went on to say, “For Muslim teach-
ing, God is absolutely transcendent. His will 
is not bound up with any of our categories, 
even that of rationality.” 
Now I ask myself, what exactly was the 
point of these quotations? Did the Pope 
forget his responsibilities or did he just feel 
like stirring up some controversy? Th e words 
may not have been the Pope’s own words, 
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m o n t h s 
before a 
planned visit to Turkey, A Turkish deputy 
from the ruling party said “Th e owner of 
those unfortunate and arrogant comments, 
Benedict XVI, has gone down in history, but 
in the same category as Hitler and Mussolini. 
He seems to have a mindset that comes from 
the darkness of the Middle Ages. He is a poor 
thing that has not benefi ted from the spirit 
of reform in the Christian world. It looks like 
an eff ort to revive the mentality of the Cru-
sades.”
If there is anything that both parties seem 
to agree upon is the need for some sense in 
religion, it is the sense that Pope Benedict 
XVI might have been lacking when he wrote 
this speech. I can only believe that the Pope 
and his entourage have no knowledge of the 
geopolitical world they are living in today. 
Sense that many Muslim protesters were 
lacking. Churches were attacked in Palestin-
ian territories and a nun was killed in Soma-
lia ironically to protest the Pope’s comments 
linking violence and Islam. 
And so, since Sep. 12, a diplomatic ballet 
has started between the Vatican and the rep-
resentatives of Muslim countries who were 
asking for excuses. Th ough the Pope did say 
he felt sorry for the reactions caused by his 
words, he never said he was sorry for actu-
ally saying them. Th e Pope expressed many 
times his profound respect and esteem for 
Islam. During the inter-faith meeting, he 
stressed the importance of dialogue between 
religions and it seems that all of the leaders 
present agreed. 
One thing is for sure, in one speech, Pope 
Benedict destroyed the cordiality that his 
predecessor had built over many years. Al-
though the crisis is over, Muslims will not 
soon forget these words, and Christians will 
not soon forget the violent reactions and the 
threats they caused.
Out of ‘stile’
Smoking: The threats of a pack
BY COLLEEN HARRIS
Th e eff ects of smoking are so extreme that 
even the government is seeking methods to 
curb it. I have taken the liberty to point out 
some of the eff ects of smoking thanks to lun-
gusa.org and betterhealth.vic.gov.au. Besides 
tar (a toxic chemical in cigarettes) causing 
the stain of teeth, fi ngernail and lung tissue, 
there is plenty smokers need to worry about. 
Smoking can cause premature wrinkling of 
the skin, and gum disease (sorry models). In 
the male body, smoking causes lower sperm 
count, a higher percentage of deformed 
sperm and impotence (due to damage to the 
blood vessels of the penis). For females: re-
duced fertility, increased risk of cancer of the 
cervix and menopause reached one or two 
years earlier. According to the betterhealth.
vic.gov.au Web site, long-term smoking can 
cause:
• Cancer of the lung, mouth, nose, voice 
box, lips, tongue, nasal sinus’, esophagus, 
throat, pancreas, bone marrow (myeloid leu-
kemia), kidney, cervix, urethra, liver, bladder 
and stomach. 
• Lung diseases such as chronic obstruc-
tive pulmonary disease, which includes 
chronic bronchitis and emphysema. 
• Coronary artery disease, heart disease, 
heart attack and stroke. 
• Ulcers of the digestive system. 
• Osteoporosis and hip fracture.
• Poor blood circulation in feet and hands, 
which can lead to pain, and in severe cases 
gangrene and amputation.
Second hand smoke is actually very dan-
gerous. “Short exposures to second hand 
smoke can cause blood platelets to become 
stickier, damage to the lining of blood vessels, 
decrease coronary fl ow velocity reserves, and 
reduce heart rate variability, potentially in-
creasing the risk of heart attack,” according to 
the lungusa.org. Th e Web site also adds that 
inhaling the fumes could cause: 
• Disease and premature death in children 
and adults who do not smoke.
• Cancer, respiratory infections and asth-
ma. Smoke causes approximately 3,400 lung 
cancer deaths and 22,700 to 69,600 heart dis-
ease deaths in adult nonsmokers in the U.S. 
each year.
• 25 percent are more likely to have coro-
nary heart diseases compared to nonsmok-
ers not exposed to smoking.
But you would never imagine such a risk 
was present with the trend around Baruch.
Near every single entrance is a chain of 
smokers blocking the path leading to enlight-
enment. School is a place people go to obtain 
truth and knowledge. It is a place where stu-
dents, professors, and staff  bond under the 
same roof aiming for the same goal: achiev-
ing the best environment possible for the en-
tire Baruch community.
Pure, innocent and newly indoctrinated 
freshmen must succumb to the nuisance of 
college life. Freshmen (especially those trav-
eling between buildings) must withstand the 
deadly fumes of second hand smoking. Th ey 
see fellow students, staff  and faculty easily 
exchanging buds and laughing it up. Th e light 
illuminates in the freshmen’s head and eure-
ka, the freshman thinks, “I will start smoking 
so I can be socially suave.”   
Th e fi rst step out of or into any of Baruch’s 
affi  liated doorways will lead you to a barrage 
of fumes smacking your nostril pathway. For 
the non-smokers at Baruch, it is a deadly 
annoyance. Individuals with respiratory dif-
fi culties and especially pregnant women suf-
fer the most from this injustice. In big bold 
letters, it clearly states “NO SMOKING”. We 
would assume some care would be taken to 
avoid blatantly abusing this very obvious of-
fense. Th e college’s lax attitude and refusal to 
do anything about smoking directly in front 
of the Baruch community makes it clear to 
me that smoking is an acceptable rite of pas-
sage here. 
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Ladies, clean up 
those restrooms!
BY NGA VU
Yesterday I went to Th e Ticker’s copy edit-
ing workshop as part of my freshman journey 
exploring college. My fi rst impression of Th e 
Ticker’s offi  ce is its friendly and welcoming 
vibe. Everyone was invited to a treat as it was 
about lunch time. Grabbing a sandwich and 
cookies, we sat down and listened to Lauren, 
a copy editor, explaining her job: copy editors 
check for errors in grammar, spelling, style 
and errors of facts.
Usually at Th e Ticker, the copy editing 
process starts on Th ursday when writers sub-
mit their articles and gets into a frenzy on Fri-
day, which is about deadline time. Beginners 
will receive training and help from a senior 
copy editor until they are capable of working 
on their own.
Copy editors are a job in high demand, 
and Th e Ticker is in need of a few good ones. 
Working in the school newspaper will help 
you with your writing, résumé, and a head 
start if you want a career in journalism, or 
just a job to have fun. 
So stop by the offi  ce, room 3-290, if you 
are interested.
BY ADRIANA ALDARONDO
Maybe it’s just me, but honestly, I was 
under the impression, more like an ignorant 
assumption, but I always thought women 
for the most part were just naturally neater, 
cleaner, and better groomed than men, spe-
cifi cally in areas of personal hygiene and 
the sort until I entered the Baruch women’s 
bathroom. Why is it that so many girls seem 
to have issues with cleaning up after them-
selves? Really, am I truly one of the few peo-
ple who has heard, “if you sprinkle when you 
tinkle, please be sweet and wipe the seat?” 
When I walk in and have to search four stalls 
to fi nd one that has not been peed all over or 
wincing in disgust when it’s worse than that, 
it’s just not fair!  
Th is is college, ladies! I thought we would 
have had that whole squatting and aiming 
thing down pact. Really! Are you girls urinat-
ing everywhere on purpose? Th at’s not even 
the worst of it! When there is literally enough 
blood surrounding the toilet to wonder who’s 
been hurt, that’s just ridiculous. At least guys 
don’t bleed!
It’s really nasty and yes, maybe we can 
blame the custodians for not keeping on top 
of the bathrooms, but with thousands of col-
lege-aged girls, their job shouldn’t be that 
hard! 
If you can’t have any consideration for the 
cleanliness of the public restroom because it 
isn’t your own bathroom or you really hate 
cleaning up after your own mess, can I please 
just ask you to fi nd it in your hearts to think of 
the next poor girl. Does she not deserve the 
same decent conditions you had on her quest 
for personal relief? It’s not that much to ask. 
It’s all pretty elementary. Is physical signage 
reminding you of proper restroom etiquette 
necessary? I think not. 
Besides the horrors hidden beyond the 
swinging doors, how is it that some of you 
can apparently cake your faces in makeup 
(because we all know the importance of 
looking hot for ECO 2001) and leaving nap-
kins, applicators, wrappers, and even eye-
brow guides on the ledges, not to mention 
the long strands of hair that fi nd themselves 
all over the sink, whose faucet you’ve care-
lessly allowed to run as your personal bab-
bling brook. Ladies, I don’t care how things 
are conducted at home, but when I dread 
using the Baruch facilities and washing my 
hands on top of that, I have issues.  
Th ere are plenty of things to complain 
about and change in Baruch, but bathroom 
etiquette shouldn’t be one of them.
Ticker desperate 
for copy editors
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Bernake’s concerns over faltering housing market 
TABASSUM ALI 
STAFF WRITER
At the Federal Reserve Policy 
Meeting on Sept. 20, the Fed decid-
ed to hold interest rates at 5.25% for 
the second straight meeting, easing 
concerns on further tightening. Th e 
move came after the U.S. economy 
grew only 2.6% in the second quar-
ter, below economists’ expecta-
tions. Th e economist consensus is 
that the Fed will cut interest rates 
some time in 2007. Easing oil prices 
and a decline in the housing market 
fueled the Fed’s decision to remain 
dovish on the economy. However, 
core infl ation still remains elevat-
ed.
Th e Consumer Price Index, ex-
cluding food and energy, rose 0.2% 
in August, the same as in July. A 
sharp upturn in the index for ap-
parel was largely off set by a smaller 
increase in shelter costs, which rose 
0.2% in August after increasing 0.4% 
in July. For the fi rst eight months of 
2006, CPI rose at 4.6% compared to 
a 3.2% increase in all of 2005. Th e 
Fed expects CPI to remain below 
2% for the next two years, as energy 
prices stop boosting the prices of 
other goods and services.
Th e housing sector showed 
moderations in recent months 
and economists expected a further 
downward trend as inventories of 
unsold houses increased. Th e U.S. 
housing sector is undergoing a 
“substantial correction,” which is a 
factor in an overall moderation in 
economic activity, Federal Reserve 
Chairman Ben Bernanke said on 
Wednesday, Oct. 4. “Weaker hous-
ing likely will shave about one per-
centage point from gross domestic 
product growth in the second half 
of 2006,” Bernanke said in response 
to questions.
Housing-related industries in-
cluding builders, mortgage brokers 
and furniture makers have shed 
some 40,000 jobs since March, 
according to Zoltan Pozsar, an 
economist with Moody’s Economy.
Com. He expects the pace of layoff s 
to increase to 20,000 per month 
or more. In the 1990-91 housing 
slump, housing-related industries 
shed 825,000 jobs or about 35,000 
a month. 
“We are now seeing a slowdown,” 
Kansas City Fed President Th omas 
Hoenig said in a Sept. 27 speech in 
Lincoln, Nebraska. “We have vari-
ous concerns around that.”
Referring to a revised GDP re-
port, Stephen Roach, Chief Global 
Economist for Morgan Stanley in 
New York said, “Investors are in-
herently predisposed to hope and 
pray for a soft landing.” Even so, he 
said, “the odds of a recession are 
growing.” 
Manufacturing in the U.S. ex-
panded less than forecast, as facto-
ries cut jobs contributing to a slow-
down in the economy. Th e Institute 
for Supply Management manufac-
turing index dropped to 52.9, the 
lowest since May 2005. 
Most economists and Fed of-
fi cials still expect the economy 
to avoid recession, helped by in-
creased exports and business 
spending. Except for housing, “the 
rest of the economy is healthy and 
robust,” Dallas Fed President Rich-
ard Fisher said in a Sept. 25 speech. 
“Th e Fed does not believe this level 
of interest rates will hurt growth,” 
he said, referring to the current 
Fed funds rate. “It takes a lot higher 
interest rates for a longer period 
of time to turn the U.S. economy 
down.”
A Fed report on Sept. 21 showed 
manufacturing in the Philadelphia 
area contracted for the fi rst time 
since April 2003. Manufacturing in 
New York State expanded at a faster 
pace last month, according to a 
Sept. 15 report from the Fed.
Investors, however, increasingly 
expect the Fed not just to remain on 
hold, but to cut rates at least once 
by next June and again by Decem-
ber 2007. Ten-year Treasury bond 
yields have fallen to 4.63% from 
5.25% in late June. Th ose expecta-
tions may not match the Fed’s, at 
least for now. Indeed, its statement 
did little to hint that a rate cut would 
be on the table in the near term. 
Citigroup expected the Federal 
Funds Rate to go down sometime 
next year. “Th e U.S. economy cur-
rently is in the most intense phase 
of its downdraft, due to plunging 
housing construction,” wrote Citi-
group Global Markets analysts in 
a report on Sept. 28. “Th e cooling 
in demand should reduce infl ation 
risks suffi  ciently to open a window 
for a token easing early next year.”
BY MARIA GIRALDO AND
ANDREW JOZEFIAK 
CONTRIBUTING WRITERS
Sponsors for Educational Op-
portunity (SEO), a premier diversity 
career preparation and internship 
program, is recruiting at Baruch 
this year more fi ercely than ever. 
Six undergraduate students — two 
juniors and four seniors, have re-
turned from summer internships 
in Investment Banking, Asset Man-
agement and Accounting this year 
and they want to pull Baruch to the 
top of SEO’s target schools.
SEO recruits sophomores and 
juniors of color (African-American, 
Asian, Hispanic/Latino and Native-
American) for a diverse range of 
internships. Apart form internships 
in investment banking and sales 
& trading, they also have intern-
ship programs in corporate law, 
philanthropy and global corporate 
leadership, among others. Besides 
providing guaranteed internships 
once accepted into the program, 
SEO also provides the network-
ing opportunities unavailable to 
students outside of the program, 
intensive fi nancial training that is 
critical to a successful summer, and 
mentoring by SEO alumni, who are 
currently working in the fi elds that 
interns choose to pursue.
Baruch alumni from the 2006 
program include Maria Giraldo, 
Arvind Jagarnath, Andrew Ian Joze-
fi ak, Jodi-Ann Nelson, Harabani 
Rana and Luis Romero.
Th e program has been featured 
in Princeton Review’s 109 Best In-
ternships in America and has been 
recognized as a highly demanding 
and rewarding program.
Th e program is described by 
alumni as a life-changing opportu-
nity and justifi ably so. It is a chance 
to build relationships with peers 
across the nation and establish con-
nections with professionals. It is an 
opportunity that Baruch students 
cannot miss and the SEO recruiting 
team wishes to send this message 
across campus. Th e fi rst deadline, 
Nov. 1, is approaching rapidly. SEO 
will be on campus on Wednes-
day, Oct. 11, 2006 from 5:30-8:00 
p.m. in VC 1-107. If you would like 
more information, you may con-
tact the campus representatives at:
SEOBaruch@gmail.com.




Th e Dow Jones Industrial av-
erage rose to an all time high, 
while the S&P 500 hit a new fi ve-
year high on Th ursday. Th e sud-
den increase has been attributed 
to the fall of crude oil prices as 
well as September’s retail sky-
rocket, which also brings hopes 
for the holiday season. Surpris-
ingly, Starbucks helped the NAS-
DAQ Composite Index soar 15.39 
points to 2,306.34.
Cheap Drugs
Wal-Mart plans to speed up 
the introduction of its four dollar 
generic prescription drug pro-
gram, stated a spokesperson for 
the company. Th e plan, which 
is currently only being off ered 
in Florida was scheduled to be 
released in other states next year, 
but we may see it before the end 
of December. Target said it will 
compete with Wal-Mart’s recent 
move. 
Forbes names richest people
Fortune has named the 400 
richest people, and for the fi rst 
time, not one of them has earn-
ings under one billion dollars. 
Among the names, Howard 
Shultz, leader of Starbucks, was 
on the list. Expectedly, CEO Rich-
ard Fuld of Lehman Brothers also 
topped the charts. Founder of 
Black Entertainment Television, 
Robert Johnson, has joined the 
others for the fi rst time. Accord-
ing to Forbes, eight of last year’s 
richest people have died.
Goodyear employees strike
Employees of Goodyear hit 
the streets in a strike that is at-
tempting to cripple production in 
all 12 of the United States Plants. 
Th e tire giant was in talks with 
the steelworkers union until the 
workers declared a strike. Con-
tract talks have been in progress 
since July 22, with no progress. 
Goodyear has an optimistic view 
of settling the dispute soon.
Google fi ghting for YouTube, 
Inc
Th e Internet’s largest video 
website may sell its company 
to Google, a leading search en-
gine. Th e talks are only in the 
beginning stages but sources 
say it may sell for as much as 1.6 
billion dollars. Th e move is an-
other battle in the war between 
Google Yahoo and Microsoft. 
With YouTube, Google may look 
to compete with companies like 
Viacom. Since the news broke, 
Google’s stock rose 2.1 percent.
Sources: Rueters, Forbes, 
Wall Street Journal and Journal-
star.com
BUSINESS BRIEFS
Fed Chairman Ben Bernake
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Gilead expands its market share 
BY ARI JAHJA
STAFF WRITER
Recently featured in Fortune’s 
annual Fastest-Growing Compa-
nies list, Gilead Sciences, Inc. 
(GILD), is a biotech company that 
discovers, develops and commer-
cializes therapeutics to advance 
the care of patients suff ering from 
life-threatening diseases. Th e com-
pany has the third largest market 
cap in the biotech industry after 
Genentech and Amgen. Gilead is 
a multinational company whose 
revenues are derived from nine ap-
proved products and operations in 
twelve countries. Gilead markets 
Viread, Emtriva, Truvada and At-
ripla which treats the HIV infec-
tion. Hepsera is for the treatment 
of chronic hepatitis B infection; 
AmBisome for the treatment of 
fungal infection and Vistide for the 
treatment of CMV infection. Mean-
while, Gilead’s recent acquisition 
of Myogen, Inc. for $2.5 billion re-
fl ects its eff ort to diversify its thin 
pipeline further from its HIV fran-
chise. Myogen’s key drugs include 
Ambrisentan for pulmonary arte-
rial hypertension and Darusentan 
for resistant hypertension. 
More importantly, Gilead has 
great potential to expand market 
share despite its current market 
leadership. Th is year, it reached 
an agreement with Merck to dis-
tribute Atripla, the fi rst once-daily 
single tablet regimen intended 
as a stand-alone therapy. Across 
the world, more than 39.4 million 
adults and children are living with 
HIV and/or AIDS. Gilead has li-
censed its generic HIV drug Viread 
to three Indian manufacturers, 
saying the competition could help 
drive down prices in developing 
nations. In the U.S., the new rec-
ommendations from the Centers of 
Disease Control to healthcare pro-
viders on voluntary HIV screening 
of patients aged 13-64 could be a 
positive catalyst for Gilead since it 
may enable earlier detection and 
treatment for many undiagnosed, 
HIV-positive people.
Th e company recently an-
nounced positive results from an 
ongoing open-label study that 
showed 75% of patients taking the 
three main constituents of combo 
pill, Atripla, maintained a viral load 
below 400 copies of HIV per milli-
liter of blood, compared with 62% 
for patients taking a similar drug 
marketed by GlaxoSmithKline, 
Gilead’s rival. 
Gilead has a strong balance 
sheet; it has a return on equity of 
30% and a 12-month trailing net 
profi t margin of 40%. In terms of 
valuation, the stock has an attrac-
tive PEG ratio of 1.6, compared to 
the biotechnology industry’s 2.6 
and S&P’s 1.7. Nonetheless, in-
creasing competition and pricing 
pressures within the HIV market 
are major risks for the company. 
If you have any questions or 
want to talk stocks, e-mail Ari at 
ari_jahja@yahoo.com
STOCKS TO WATCH
Careers in the Business World
Tuesday, October 10
VC 2-190   12:30 – 2:30
Discover all the possible jobs 
in the business world that fall 




SFSC   12:45 – 2:00
Gain strategies on researching 
companies, retrieving fi nan-
cial information and fi nding 
company profi les.
Writing Eff ective Resumes and 
Cover Letters
Wednesday, October 11
VC 2-190   4:00 – 5:30
Learn how to write an eff ective 
Resume and Cover Letter.
Reuters: Options
Wednesday, October 11
SFSC   1:45 – 3:15
Learn how to research and 
analyze foreign exchange 
Internship Seminar
Th ursday, October 12
VC 2-190   12:30 – 2:30
Find out the resources Baruch 
College off ers students who 
desire an internship. 
Accounting Resources 
Th ursday, October 12
SFSC 135   12:45 – 2:00
Develop techniques for lo-
cating accounting info, Lean 
about the SEC, Accounting 
Principles Board and many 
more.
Simulated Floor Trading With 
NYBOT
Th ursday, October 12
SFSC   1:00 -  3:00
Learn how to trade futures 
contracts in a simulated Trad-
ing Pit and match your skills 
with real traders from the New 
York Board of Trade. 
Basic Interviewing Skills
Th ursday,  October 12
VC 2-190  3:00 – 4:30
Practice and strengthen your 
interviewing skills.
Sponsors for Educational Op-
portunity Presentation
Wednesday, October 11
VC 1-107   5:30
Prestigious internships for 
minority students in Invest-
ment Banking, Sales & Trad-
ing, Asset Management and 
Accounting. Apply Online at: 
www.seo-usa.org.
Finance Networking Evening 
Social
Th ursday, October 12
VC 14-250   6:00 – 9:00
Beta Alpha Psi, Finance & Eco-
nomics Society, Starr Career 
Development Center.
Finance Networking Evening 
Social
Th ursday, October 12
VC 14-250   6:00– 9:00
Beta Alpha Psi, Finance & Eco-




SFSC   1:30 – 2:15
Learn how to obtain real-time 
stock info, trading data and 
news, fi nancial statements 
and historic stock quotes.
Accounting Resources
Saturday, October 14
SFSC RM 135   11:00 – 12:15
Develop techniques for lo-
cating accounting info, Lean 
about the SEC, Accounting 




SFSC RM 135   1:00 – 2:15
Learn how to develop an in-
dustry profi le, Use NAICS to 
fi nd industry data and to fi nd 




SFSC   1:30 – 2:15
Learn how to obtain real-time 
stock info, trading data and 
news, fi nancial statements 
and historic stock quotes.
Inside the Executive Suite: Be 
the One
Monday, October 16
Mason Hall 17 Lex. Ave
Doors open at 6:45 and close 
by 7:15
Robert Greifeld, President and 
CEO of the NASDAQ Seating is 
limited at this televised inter-
view on leadership. To reserve 
your seats e-mail caps@ba-




Th ursday, October 19
VC 6-215   12:45 - 2:00
Information ression and re-
ception for the new Financial 
Engineering concentration 
within the math major .
 
Financial Engineering MS Pro-
gram Alumni Kick-off  Event
Friday, October 20
VC 14-280   6:00 - 8:00
A chance for alumni of the MS 
in Applied Mathematics for 
Finance Program to meet and 
mingle.
Note: “SFSC” is the Subotnick 
Financial Services Center, lo-
cated on the ground fl oor of 
the Library Building.
ATTEND OR MISS OUT...
FINANCE.YAHOO.COM
Relative performance of Gilead vs NASDAQ.







Picture this: you walk into your 
interview, shake hands with your 
potential employer and he asks, 
“So, tell me about yourself.” You 
draw a blank. What do you say? 
How long should you talk for? 
Luckily for Baruch students the 
Career and Development Center 
(CDC) has a workshop on how to 
prepare your personal pitch. 
Most students do not realize 
how important the fi rst words 
you speak to your employer are. 
Donna Sweidan, a mentor at the 
CDC, explains that, “65 percent of 
all decisions made are with in the 
fi rst few minutes.”  Not that this is 
meant to scare you, but what you 
say and do in those fi rst few min-
utes could be the diff erence be-
tween getting that job and not.
In the interactive workshop, 
the proctor, Ginny Malone, sug-
gested that the personal pitch be 
around thirty seconds long. Th e 
last thing you want to do is keep 
going on and on about how won-
derful you are, even though you 
may be. Malone emphasizes mak-
ing your pitch concise, emphatic 
and confi dent while still keeping 
a human element. 
Eye contact is also what will 
make your pitch convincing. 
Lacking eye contact could make 
the employer feel like your not 
being sincere. Th ough this may be 
hard for some people because of 
cultural diff erences, fi nding a ca-
reer in America means you have 
to look them right in the eyes! 
Other cultural diff erences that 
may stand in the way of some for-
eign students is small talk.  Malo-
ne says that small talk brings out 
that human element in a person 
while showing the employer you 
can switch from a professional 
tone to a relaxed tone, an impor-
tant task. 
Some of the most common 
ways to start a pitch off  is “Hi, my 
name is … and I go to Baruch Col-
lege.” However, it is boring and 
your interviewer has heard that 
over and over again. Being your 
unique self is what makes you dif-
ferent from anyone else out there. 
After all, “your selling a brand 
called YOU,” says Malone.  
Other features you should try 
and establish for your personal 
pitch is your breathing methods 
and taking control of your nerves. 
Before you even enter the inter-
view, try rubbing your hands to-
gether quickly to get your body 
ready for the experience.  Rubbing 
your hands together also dries up 
your sweaty palms, another com-
mon pitfall of students. 
Malone’s best words of advice 
for students is not only to practice 
your pitch over and over again but 
not to “… take it far to serious and 
load [your pitch] with a heaviness 
…” Even something as silly as call-
ing yourself, leaving a voicemail 
with your pitch on it, then listen-
ing to and critiquing your mes-
sage can set you far apart from all 
those other applicants.  
The workshop offers you a 
chance to prepare and practice 
your personal pitch in a relaxed, 
non-judgmental atmosphere. 
Though an hour and a half isn’t 
enough time for everyone to get 
a chance, mentors are always 
available, by appointment, in the 
CDC. A handout is also given to 
each student with ways to devel-
op your pitch and even a sample 
pitch to mock. Visit the CDC on 
the second floor of the Vertical 
Campus in room 2-150.
BY LUIS ROMERO
STAFF WRITER
Th e New York Society of Se-
curity Analysts (NYSSA) off ers a 
mentoring program to college stu-
dents who are pursuing a career in 
fi nance. Th e program is designed 
to enhance their professional de-
velopment experience. Th e SEMI 
(Scholarship, Education, Mentor-
ing, Internship) Program was cre-
ated in 1997 to expose college stu-
dents to the many facets of fi nan-
cial analysis.
Th e program is composed of 
several areas:
Scholarship — Established 
with initial funding from the estate 
of Heloise Ham, the Scholarship 
Fund was created to provide fi -
nancial assistance to young people 
who are intent on pursuing careers 
in fi nance. Upon completion of 
NYSSA’s summer SEMI Program, 
students are considered for a 
scholarship award.
Education — Students attend 
special breakfast presentations de-
signed to supplement their educa-
tion in fi nance and broaden their 
awareness of the investment fi eld. 
Th ese include small group presen-
tations on topics such as the role of 
the analyst and portfolio manage-
ment, investment banking, and 
careers in fi nance, all led by invest-
ment professionals. Students may 
also attend the regular NYSSA pre-
sentations for free.
Mentoring — NYSSA members 
volunteer as mentors for these 
students for the summer, provid-
ing them with the benefi t of their 
experience, expertise and advice. 
Both mentors and students report 
that their mentor experience was 
rewarding.
Internship — Investment com-
panies off er SEMI participants 
valuable internship opportunities, 
allowing them to apply the knowl-
edge they’ve acquired in class to 
practical day-to-day situations in 
the workplace.
The SEMI program gives Ba-
ruch students interested in a ca-
reer in finance a chance to sharp-
en their abilities and develop the 
skills necessary to succeed.
Students can apply by Nov. 3 
at: www.nyssa.org.
SEMI program comes to Baruch
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BY FRANK MARZULLO
STAFF WRITER
Th e Pain and the Itch by Bruce 
Norris caused much controversy 
at its Chicago world premiere. Th is 
satiric tragicomedy is dark, but the 
comedy is so strong and the acting 
so fi ne that it makes the diffi  cult 
subject matter worth enduring. 
Th e fi lm opens with a Middle 
Eastern cabdriver, Mr. Hadid, sit-
ting in the living room of a thirtyish 
wealthy couple.  Clay is a stay-at-
home dad obsessed with the care 
of his daughter Kayla and her in-
fant brother.  His wife Kelly is a jet-
setting corporate lawyer who keeps 
the family living large. Th e kitchen 
boasts all the latest gleaming ap-
pliances and the living room, most 
of the set, features a sumptuous 
leather recliner, African artifacts 
and a distressed wood table to 
which Mr. Hadid suggests applying 
beeswax to smoothen. He hastily 
adds “Mind my own beeswax”, a 
cloyingly cute line. Th e business is 
recapping last month’s Th anksgiv-
ing dinner, which led to his wife, 
the couple’s maid, dying.  
Th e holiday brings Clay’s daff y 
schoolteacher mother Carol and 
smug brother Cash, a rich plas-
tic surgeon squiring Kalina, his 
23-year-old blonde Eastern Euro-
pean makeup artist girlfriend in a 
leather miniskirt and loud jewelry. 
Kalina, here fi ve years, still speaks 
abominable English. She tells Clay 
to visit Ground Zero because it is 
very spiritual and New York has 
great shopping, modeling her $600 
suede boots, which Cash berates 
her for buying on her salary. He 
gleefully airs her $17,000 AmEx 
tab.  
Th e plot revolves around two 
mysteries. Who took a big bite, 
rind included, out of an avocado? 
Who or what gave Kayla a genital 
rash?  For much of the play, an 
intruder is suspected. Clay ques-
tions his manhood even more, 
having ineptly protected the kids. 
He puts on a show, darting about 
with a golf club when he thinks 
he hears noises and breaking a 
window, which sets off  the fancy 
alarm system. Th e intruder theory 
is just a red herring. Th e fact that 
Kayla is mute is patently implau-
sible. Even if traumatized, it is hard 
to imagine any child silent for this 
long.  Norris’ explanation, pain-
fully drawn out until the very end, 
is as anticlimactic as it is doubtful. 
Th e entertainment, however, is in 
the journey.   
Th e scenes indistinctly con-
vey the back and forth time shifts, 
which can confuse the viewer, 
especially since Mr. Hadid never 
leaves the stage. His character is 
sprinkled in too often to ask point-
ed but funny and sarcastic ques-
tions. How much were your shoes? 
Th e table? Area property taxes in 
this place? His materialistic pester-
ing works against the sympathy the 
audience is meant to have, which 
may be the point.   
Norris gives his characters such 
bitter bite that he’s foisted upon 
the entire family and Kalina names 
starting with the harsh k sound. 
Th e brothers were named after 
Cassius Clay (Mohammad Ali), a 
very nice touch.  It not only com-
pliments their lifetime of fi ghting, 
with Cash always victorious. It has 
the metaphor of those with money 
always winning out over those with 
a feet of clay. And Ali, a Muslim 
name, lends a connection of sorts 
to Mr. Hadid.       
Cash and bimbo Kalina have a 
hilarious fi ght over her pronuncia-
tion of “perspective” that ends with 
her dousing him with water and 
stalking out. We see her hours later 
dead asleep clutching two cans of 
a malt liquor six pack. Aya Cash 
and Reg Rogers are superb in these 
roles. Christopher Evan Welch as 
Clay is convincingly pitiful as a pa-
thetic shell of a man. Mia Barron 
shines as his bossy stressed wife. 
Tony nominee Jane Houdyshell is 
exquisitely funny in reprising Car-
ol from Chicago. Kudos to director 
Anna Shapiro for nimbly balancing 
it all. If you enjoy theater, or a bit-
ingly realistic portrayal of life, then 
Th e Pain and the Itch is worth see-
ing. 
What: Music Concert: 
featuring Dirty Dozen Brass 
Band (funk/r&b/pop)
Where: B.B. King Blues 
Club (237 W. 42nd St.)
Cost: $16 in advance, $19 
at the door (11:00 pm)
For more info: 
212-997-4144
What: Music Concert: 
featuring VH1 Hip Hop 
Honors Week “Your Chance 
to Rhyme” (hip-hop/r&b)
Where: Knitting Factory 
(74 Leonard St.)
Cost: $10 (9:00 p.m.)
For more info: 
212-219-3132
What: Music Concert: Jazz 
at the River Room 
Where: The River Room 
in Riverbank State Park 
(enter at 145th St.)
Cost: Free (shows start 
at 9:00 and 10:30 p.m.)
For more info: 
212-491-1500
What: Museum 
Exhibition: Lucio Fontana: 
Venice/New York  
(now until January 21st)
Where: Guggenheim 
Museum (1071 5th Ave.)
Cost: $15 (with 
student I.D.)
For more info: 
212-423-3500
What: Music Concert: 
featuring Juana Molina, 
Adem  (electro-folk)
Where: Bowery Ballroom 
(6 Delancy St.)
Cost: $15 in advance, $18 
at the door (8:00 p.m.)
For more info: 
212-260-4700
What: Music Concert: 
featuring Moneen, A 
Change of Pace and 
more (indie rock)
Where: Knitting Factory 
(74 Leonard St.)
Cost: $10 (6:30 p.m.)
For more info: 
212-219-3132
Arts
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BY JACQUELINE CHANCER
ARTS EDITOR
WHAT TO DO THIS WEEK FOR FREE ... 







What: Book Talk: General 
and Mrs. Washington




For more info: 
212-748-8568
What: Music Concert: 
featuring Morley and 
Friends (jazz/poetry)
Where: Museum of Jewish 
Heritage (36 Battery Place)
Cost: $18
For more info: 
646-437-4202
What: Lecture: Video 
Artists in Conversation 
Where: The CUNY 
Graduate Center 
(365 5th Ave.)
Cost: Free (6:30 p.m.)





(now until October 15th)
Where: Jacob Javits 
Convention Center 
(655 W. 34th St.)
Cost: usually around $15
For more info:
212-503-3930
What: Museum Lecture: 
Snake Venoms: Deadly 
Weapons Turned 
Into Medicine
Where: American Museum 
of Natural History 
Cost: $13.50 (with 
student I.D.) (7:00 p.m.)
For more info:
212-769-5315
What: Museum Lecture: 
“George Ohr: Abstract Pots 
Ahead of Schedule” 
Where: Museum of Arts 
& Design (40 W. 53rd St.)
Cost: $7 (with student 
I.D.)  (6:00 p.m.)






What: Music Concert: 
featuring Tea Leaf Green, 
The Upwelling (rock/soul)
Where: Irving Plaza 
(17 Irving Place)
Cost: $20 in advance, $25 
at the door (8:00 p.m.)
For more info: 
212- 777-6800
What: Music Concert: 
featuring Mustard Plug, 
Against All Authority 
and more (rock/ska)
Where: Knitting Factory 
(74 Leonard St.)
Cost: $10 (5:30 p.m.)
For more info: 
212-219-3132
What: Music Concert: 
featuring Touchpants and 
more (musical stand-
up comedy) 
Where: Knitting Factory 
(74 Leonard St.)
Cost: $15 (11:30 p.m.)
For more info: 
212-219-3132
What: Music Concert: 
featuring Boys Night Out 
and more (alt rock)
Where: Knitting Factory 
(74 Leonard St.)
Cost: $12 (6:00 p.m.)
For more info: 
212-219-3132
What: Music Concert: 
featuring Okkervil 
River (indie rock)
Where: Bowery Ballroom 
(6 Delancy St.)
Cost: $14 in advance, $16 
at the door (8:00 p.m.)
For more info: 
212-260-4700
What: Museum Exhibit: 
Eye on Europe: Prints, 
Books and Multiples 
(1960-now) 
Where: MoMa (11 
W. 53rd St.)
Cost: $3 (with student I.D.)









So Much So Fast (Limited)
Opening October 13
Alex Rider: Operation 
Stormbreaker
The Grudge 2
Man of the Year
The Marine
Deliver Us From Evil (Limited)
Driving Lessons (Limited)
Infamous (Limited)





The Guardian’s action 
makes up for its blandness
BY ROBERT BENIMOFF
STAFF WRITER
Tired, uninspired, and strug-
gling for a pulse, Th e Guardian
seems sure to end up drowning 
in its own action/drama formula. 
But don’t be deceived, as the bor-
ing opening is all part of a brilliant 
plan to demonstrate true heroism. 
Touchstone Pictures’ Th e Guard-
ian risks it all to deliver home the 
rarely told story of Coast Guard 
rescue swimmers. However, as the 
fi lm’s ‘sacrifi ce everything’ tagline 
suggests, rescue has its cost, which 
is instantly recognized in the fi lm’s 
formulaic structure. 
With exception of the coast 
guard-ish premise, every aspect 
of the story line has been seen 
before by seasoned patrons of the 
action/drama genre, while some 
moments are blatant rip-off s (see: 
Top Gun). Th is results in close to a 
two and a half hour run time, some 
gimmicky dramatic moments, and 
irritatingly artifi cial love scenes. 
But let’s be honest, the fi lm’s 
primary appeal is in its special 
eff ects, and in this, Touchstone 
succeeds. I’ve never been hoisted 
up to a roaring rescue helicopter 
from a  storm-tossed shipwreck, 
but I felt like I was there freez-
ing, drowning and about to give 
up hope. Still, these moments are 
brief, and eparated by two hours of 
Top Gun-meets-Police Academy 
pseudo drama.
Th is is the story of the rescue 
swimmer, an elite paramilitary 
squad of truly fearless men (and 
one token macho woman) who 
jump out of helicopters, calm pan-
ickers, and secure victims. Th ink of 
them as all-weather scuba-diving 
fi refi ghters.
Kevin Costner plays Ben Ran-
dall, the best rescue swimmer ever 
or at least until Ashton Kutcher’s 
typecast character, Jake Fischer, 
shows up to rescue swimmer 
training school. Th ese are the only 
multi-dimensional characters in 
Th e Guardian. Everyone else is 
foil. But let’s stay positive here for a 
second. Both Costner and Kutcher 
give outstanding and meaningful 
performances. One hundred per-
cent of Th e Guardian’s acting bril-
liance is split between these two 
characters.
Director Andrew Davis also de-
serves much credit for the fi lm’s 
self-rescue from formulaic bland-
ness. Th e scenes, although cliché 
are still shot beautifully.   Th e ef-
fects and fi lmmaking are ground-
breaking, which is more than 
meaningful enough to many a 
movie patron.
Pleasure in the pain
What: The Pain and the Itch
Where: Playwrights-Mainstage
When: Dates and times vary. 
Check out www.broadway.com
How much: $65
Bruce Norris’ strange characters in The Pain and the Itch keep 




Th e Canadian music troupe 
Th e Duhks (pronounced Ducks) 
have fl own all around the world 
like their nation’s prided geese 
to create their sophomore album 
entitled Migrations. Th eir unlikely 
combination of gospel hymns, 
Celtic folk music, Latin beats, jazz, 
rhythm and blues have papers like 
Th e Boston Globe raving that their 
ingenuity, talent “and overall vir-
tuosity could make them stars.” 
Th e quintet’s sound is formed 
through the unique intermingling 
of fi ddles, banjos, guitars, whistles, 
pipes, the bouzouki (a long neck 
lute) and possibly every type of 
percussion imaginable. Th e Duhks’ 
percussion connoisseur, Scott “Se-
nor” Senior, also uses pots and 
pans to keep the beat. Th eir sound 
is complete and harmonious, yet 
not overbearing; a true feat con-
sidering the breadth of musical 
instruments and genres adopted 
by the band. In Migrations, Th e 
Duhks tackle so many political and 
social matters, through a variety 
of musical approaches. One song 
may sound like something you’d 
hear on the bayou in Louisiana 
and another might remind you of 
the golden fi elds of Ireland. Such 
diversity can be seen in songs like, 
“Down to the River” and “Th e Fox 
& Th e Bee.” Th e Duhks are musical 
chameleons; they are not afraid to 
shed their skin, try on new music 
and somehow shape it to fi t their 
own archetype.  
When lead vocalist Jessee 
Havey sings her voice is reminis-
cent of the soulfully deep con-
temporary jazz artist Nora Jones. 
When other Duhks members, like 
Tania Elizabeth, Jordan McCon-
nell and founding member Leon-
ard Podolak sing, their diverse 
voices collide eff ortlessly to form 
a tune that is soft on the ears, but 
it is truly Havey’s raspy vocals that 
steal the show.    
If you like the “neo-folk” move-
ment, as Th e Duhks are classifi ed 
under, or are just up for trying 
something new, make like Daff y 
Duck and meander down to the 
music store and pick up your copy 
of Th e Duhks’ Migrations.  
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Elton John brings out the bells 
and whistles on new album
Unusual mix of sounds create 
a musical “migration”
Richard II in its most 
minimal format
LEFT OF THE DIAL
BY TAMARA FAZYLOVA
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Th e stage appears almost nude, 
with nothing but bare parquet 
and a simple burgundy carpet, the 
back wall wooden and exposed. 
Th e scene is set with nothing but 
lights and a few chairs. Th e actors 
pop out onto the stage in modern 
clothing, reciting an aged text. 
William Shakespeare’s Richard 
II is currently being performed at 
the Classic Stage Company. Di-
rected by Brian Kulick, this rendi-
tion of Shakespeare’s early drama 
takes a minimalist approach to 
scenery, costume and set design.   
Th e play’s set designer, Tom 
Gleeson, visualised the stage as 
a plain canvas rather than a clut-
tered piece necessary in telling the 
story. At fi rst, it may be a bit jarring 
staring down from elevated seats 
onto the stage below; neverthe-
less, it is soon obvious that, as a 
director, Kulick has certainly done 
his job well. Th e actors move about 
the stage freely and naturally; the 
lack of props and furniture, rather 
than taking away from the play, al-
most seem to add to its style. 
Th e main actors, Michael 
Cumpsty (Richard II), and Graham 
Winton (Bolingbroke)men who 
have experience with Shakespear-
ian drama after starring in such 
plays as Romeo and Juliet, Cymbe-
line and Hamlet, were extremely 
touching  in their performances. It 
is evident that Shakespeare’s words 
are encouraged by the humane de-
piction of these characters. 
Th e actors, even in this mod-
ern rendition, often take on more 
than one role. Jon Devries, whose 
heartfelt performance as John of 
Gaunt carries much of the fi rst few 
acts, seems to be lacking in his lat-
ter roles as Earl of Salisbury and 
Gardner. His unique way of por-
traying the emotions of a character 
are wholly wasted on the second-
ary characters he plays.  
Th e Queen, played by Doan 
Ly, looks silly rather than like a 
dignifi ed queen, as Shakespeare 
envisioned. Nevertheless, an ob-
server not familiar with the written 
play, may think she plays her part 
fairly adequately. By contrast, a 
stellar performance is given by El-
len Parker (the Duchess of York), 
whose acting adds a great deal to 
Shakespeare’s comic language. 
While watching this play, one 
may wonder if it is the acting that 
is carrying the play, or the magi-
cal words of Shakespeare. With the 
level of talent varying among the 
cast, it is diffi  cult to answer that 
question. Many of the scenes are 
enhanced by the gestures, facial 
expressions and emotions por-
trayed by the characters; others 
seem to be nothing more than a 
direct recitation of Shakespeare’s 
language – beautiful, yet less eff ec-
tive without the proper talent. 
What: Richard II
Where: Classic Stage Company





Th is past summer, 17-year old 
Kiri Davis showcased a documen-
tary fi lm entitled A Girl Like Me, 
that chronicled several African-
American girls and their feelings 
in regards to hair and skin-com-
plexion. Th e fi lm also re-creates 
the doll test that Kenneth Clark 
conducted in the 1940’s used to 
fi ght school segregation in the 
1954 landmark supreme court 
case, Brown vs. Board of Educa-
tion. Clark and his wife, Mamie, 
found that the majority of the 
black children that were tested 
chose white dolls over black dolls 
and ascribed negative traits to the 
black dolls. Some fi fty-odd years 
later, Kiri Davis re-creates that 
study and discovered that the per-
ceptions by adolescents were still 
the same. Unfortunately, I’m not 
surprised.
Rhythm and Blues, one of the 
most impressionable elements of 
black culture, reinforces an iden-
tity that is more aligned with a 
Eurocentric ideal than otherwise. 
Case in point, three of the most 
popular R & B singers: Mariah 
Carey, Mary J. Blige and upstart 
Keyshia Cole have all recently 
sported blonde hair. While some 
may argue that hair color is noth-
ing more than a style coinciding 
with fashion trends, to adolescent 
girls of color, those messages are 
often convoluted if not outright 
confusing. Rihanna, Alicia Keys, 
Mya and newcomer Cassie are all 
light-skinned and coincidentally 
Biraciala point often noted in 
media reports. Beyonce, another 
black superstar, compounds this 
point even further.
 While all of these individuals 
are talented, they have all benefi t-
ed from having light skin, which, 
in our society,  can be considered 
social capital, and in turn often 
translates into a fi nancial wind-
fall.
When I worked in the indus-
try, the prevailing thought with 
some music executives–black and 
whitewas sheer bewilderment 
when presented with the prospect 
of promoting a dark-complex-
ioned female singer, especially in 
an era where music has become 
more visual. Th e days of breaking 
in an artist without a music video 
disappeared more than a decade 
ago. If you have a singer with a 
dark complexion she had to either 
have a gimmick and/or be ex-
ceptionally talented like Whitney 
Houston (who, coincidentally, 
became the ire of black critics in 
the late 1980’s because her music 
was too “pop-like.”)
Several years ago there was a 
singer, Tanya Blount, whose self-
titled CD blew me away because 
her voice was nothing short of 
phenomenal. I echoed these sen-
timents to a former colleague at 
her record label who replied in 
so many words, “but we can’t sell 
her.” Blount had a dark-complex-
ion, with short hair.
Th is is not to say that singers 
with dark complexions cannot 
be successful in this increasingly 
visual medium of music, but that 
individual has to be stunning, ex-
traordinarily talented, hyper-sex-
ual, and have a gimmick in order 
to gain mainstream recognition. 
Even a seemingly sure thing 
like American Idol winner Fan-
tasia was perhaps a concern with 
some music executives as to the 
level of her anticipated success. 
Is it a coincidence that her debut 
album, Free Yourself, sold 1.7 mil-
lion copies-signifi cantly less than 
her Caucasian counterparts, Kelly 
Clarkson, Clay Aiken and Carrie 
Underwood–two of which (Aiken 
and Underwood) didn’t even win 
their respective contests? 
A few years ago India.Arie be-
came a voice for women who did 
not fi t into the American stan-
dard of beauty with her hit single, 
“Video,” in which she boasted: 
“I’m not the average girl from 
your video/And I ain’t built like a 
supermodel/But, I learned to love 
myself unconditionally/Because I 
am a queen.”
Since then, she has released 
two albums, whose sales includ-
ing the most recent Testimony: 
Volume 1, have been slightly 
above average and appears to 
have a niche market, which is nice 
but has its limitations. Again, this 
is not a measure of talent but mar-
ketability, and no record company 
will market what they can’t sell.
When I observed the young 
women in A Girl Like Me speak 
candidly about their experiences, 
it was disheartening because a 
majority of the images exhibited 
in music videos and particularly 
with R&B singers are not sup-
posed to appeal to them, but are 
obviously having an eff ect. Th ese 
young women would be better 
served focusing on recording art-
ists that best refl ect their experi-
ence, which may not necessarily 
be a Beyonce-type or a gimmick.
To watch the fi lm A Girl Like 
Me for yourself, go to:
www.mediathatmattersfest.
org/6/
A complexion complex shows 
its colors in today’s R&B hits
BY JOHN LEE
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Elton John is still having fun 
making music with Bernie Taupin, 
his longtime lyricist from the 1975 
album Captain Fantastic and the 
Brown Dirt Cowboy. In his latest 
release, Th e Captain and Th e Kid, 
E.J. adds to his style of piano-in-
fused rock music that made him 
successful in the 70’s. He blends 
country tunes and adds energy to 
his style. Th e album’s second song, 
“Just like Noah’s Ark,” showcases 
those country sounds blending 
with his easy-listening music. Th e 
entire album has a good fl ow that 
is best enjoyed when relaxing. 
Like his previous works, you can 
enjoy it after a long day or travel-
ing home. For this latest release, 
you can add to that unwinding 
after a long study session or just 
chilling with some friends. Th e 
fl ow is strong enough to keep the 
mood upbeat and soft enough to 
lounge. Elton John’s still got it.  
ARTS OPINION
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With midterms right around the 
corner, many students are settling 
into their study rituals, including 
cramming the night before exams, 
some students get into irregular 
sleeping patterns to cram in study-
time, while others use coff ee or 
stimulants of all varieties. One cate-
gory of stimulants is energy drinks. 
A new product by Redux co., 
a Nevada-based company, called 
“Cocaine” is supposed to give its 
drinker a burst of energy, which 
could also theoretically help stu-
dents stay focused during those 
long nights of studying. Within days 
of its release, Cocaine has caused 
controversy over its name, which 
obviously refers to the illegal sub-
stance. Some say that the drink will 
lead people to want to try the ac-
tual drug. Th e company, however, 
insists that it’s just a drink that will 
keep you up when you need to be.
James Kirby, the creator of Co-
caine, knew that its name would 
create such a controversy and that 
he would get free publicity be-
cause of it. “Cocaine is associated 
with energy and we’re allowed to 
do this,” he said, assessing his fi rst 
amendment right.  
 “From a marketing standpoint, 
they made a bull’s-eye on that be-
cause just the name itself was sell-
ing the product,” said store owner 
and carrier of the product, Rupert 
Lee.
While people have grown to 
feel like they need these drinks to 
complete the numerous tasks they 
do each day, most people have 
heard that Red Bull and other en-
ergy drinks are unhealthy. Some 
countries, according to Medical 
News Today, have banned energiz-
er drinks from being sold because 
they believe that they causes death 
and some illnesses.
 Th is new drink has the caff eine 
levels of a Grande cup of coff ee 
from Starbucks in half the amount 
of its liquid. Th ere is 350 percent 
more caff eine in a can of Cocaine 
than in that of a Red Bull.
Lynn McClellan, a registered 
nurse, cautions those who consume 
massive amounts of caff eine daily. 
According to her, such amounts 
can cause major sleep disturbances 
and somatic disorders that can lead 
to heart problems.
“Caff eine is a stimulant to 
the body that varies signifi cantly 
from person-to-person,” Dr. Da-
vid Brown, chief of cardiovascular 
medicine at Stony Brook University 
Medical Center, told AM NewYork. 
“People have diff erent thresholds, 
but excessive caff eine can induce 
heart rhythm abnormalities. Peo-
ple should drink caff eine beverages 
in moderation.”
However, students have to learn 
to regulate their own caff eine intake 
since the FDA does not regulate the 
amount of caff eine in beverages. 
Some people believe that the 
new drink could even lead to stu-
dents using cocaine itself. “Given 
we have a drug problem … to try 
to glorify something that is so de-
structive is an outrage,” declared 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg about 
Cocaine. 
Defending his creation, Kirby 
said, “People know the diff erence; 
I don’t think people will look at our 
drink and say ‘Oh, I’m going to buy 
some real cocaine.’”
Th is “legal alternative” is sold 
for $2.75 a can. However, at the mo-
ment it is not guaranteed that this 
drink will be available in the future, 
whether it be due to an actual ban 
or the refusal of local merchants to 
be involved in the controversy con-
cerning its name. “We’re thinking 
of discontinuing it. We don’t want 
any controversy,” a manager of a 
Bellerose store confi ded to AM New 
York. “Maybe they should change 
the name.”   
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Cocaine’s namesake making headlines
BEVERAGES WITH BUZZ
Caff eine levels for some popular drinks
Snapple Lemon Tea (12  oz.) 31.5 mg
Coca Cola         (12  oz.) 34    mg
Pepsi Cola               (12  oz.) 38    mg
Dr. Pepper     (12  oz.) 41    mg
Mountain Dew              (12  oz.) 55    mg
Red Bull               (8.3 oz.) 80    mg
Cocaine Energy Drink    (8.4 oz.) 280  mg
Starbucks Coff ee    (16  oz.) 372  mg
COPYRIGHT © 2006 NEWSDAY INC. 
Cocaine, despite its relation to the 
illegal stimulant, is not in fact the most 
caff einated energy drink on the market.
WWW.CHICAGOIST.COM
EMT technicians teach Baruch students to 
call, plan, and respond






As New Yorkers, we have all had 
the harsh realization that in the 
event of an emergency, we may be 
called in to participate in an emer-
gency rescue or to aid in facilitat-
ing an emergency technician. On 
Tuesday Oct. 3, a group of Baruch 
students partook in an insightful 
seminar, hosted by Hillel, on saving 
lives.  Th anks to the help of several 
emergency medical experts, the 
group practiced emergency tac-
tics: what to do in the event of an 
emergency, who to call, along with 
various safety measures and pre-
cautions when someone’s life may 
depend on it.   
Participants were interested and 
concerned with how they could 
be of assistance in the event of an 
emergency. Th e group received 
one on one consultation from two 
Israeli chief executive paramedics, 
Shelly Segal Finkler and Avi Hirsch, 
along with insightful words from 
Rabbi Craig Miller on civic duty, 
and support from Baruch in house 
Emergency Medical Technicians 
Rosanne Pilgrim, Daniel Muniz, Al-
fredo Rodriguez and Sandra Silva.  
Th e guest speakers informed the 
attendees of the benefi ts of know-
ing Cardiopulmonary Resuscita-
tion (CPR) and the use of automat-
ed external defi brillators (AEDs).   
Participants practiced tech-
niques on infl atable dolls to simu-
late a distraught victim. Along with 
demonstrations, the speakers in-
formed attendees about the ben-
efi ts of knowing how to maintain 
your composure in an emergency, 
when every moment is valuable. 
Th e American Heart Association 
says that, “the advantages of early 
CPR by bystanders is that it can 
“buy time” by maintaining some 
blood fl ow to the heart and brain 
during cardiac arrest.” 
In the case of an emergency, the 
key to providing helpful aid is to 
stay calm, call for help and not try 
to be a hero, but to ask someone 
else for support. Th e guest speak-
ers reminded the students that an 
emergency does not discriminate; 
you may need to help victims as 
young as an infant choking to an el-
derly man in need of the Heimlich 
maneuver at a restaurant.  
“Everyday events may call citi-
zens to fulfi ll their civic duties,” 
Hirsch explains. It is the impor-
tance of reaction that is impera-
tive. With the positive feedback 
after Baruch’s fi rst CPR Seminar, 
there will be others off ered in the 
future. However, until then, in case 
of an emergency, the department 
of Public Safety at Baruch provides 
students with an online Emergency 
Procedure Handbook that can be 
found at http://www.baruch.cuny.
edu/psafety/emergency.htm.  
ROBERT BENIMOFF I THE TICKER
Baruch’s fi rst CPR seminar, sponsored by Hillel, was held on October 3.
BY JESSICA BAPTISTE 
LEISURE EDITOR
“Th e worst words you can hear 
are ‘You have cancer,’” Carl Ayl-
man, Director of Student Life, said 
solemnly. Eleven years ago his wife, 
Anne, was diagnosed with breast 
cancer. For an entire year, he stood 
by his wife’s side as she underwent 
treatments, doctor visits, surgeries 
and a mastectomy in order to cure 
the disease. He remembers it be-
ing a very frightening and diffi  cult 
year.
Anne Aylman was diagnosed 
with breast cancer at age 44 and 
did not have any symptoms. Luck-
ily, she had an early diagnosis and 
the doctors were able to treat it. 
Carl Aylman remembers his wife 
being very inspirational. He remi-
nisced that she had a positive out-
look and that this was something 
she could deal with and overcome. 
Th is year marks the 11th anniversa-
ry of Aylman’s wife’s triumph over 
breast cancer.
A year after his wife’s battle with 
breast cancer, the American Can-
cer Society (ACS) started the Mak-
ing Strides Against Breast Cancer 
Walk. Th e two began participat-
ing in the walk as a way of taking 
the whole experience and making 
something positive out of it. 
Back in the late 90’s, Aylman ini-
tiated the Making Strides Against 
Breast Cancer Walk at Baruch. 
According to him, throughout the 
years, there were about 20 to 40 
students who participated. Th ere 
was even one year when 100 stu-
dents fundraised and walked in 
Central Park. 
Aylman’s fundraising goal is 
$1,000 and he has currently col-
lected $855. He has been sending 
out blast emails to all of his friends 
and colleagues in the past months, 
encouraging them to either donate 
or participate on the day of the 
walk.
Th e money fundraised by par-
ticipants is used by the ACS to fund 
research, education, medical treat-
ment and care of cancer patients. 
“It is important for students to 
get involved in the walk because 
it’s a fun event on a nice fall day in 
the park. Th e money goes to ACS 
which uses it to be an advocate on 
behalf of breast cancer patients. It’s 
used to fund research and fi nd a 
cure, and treatment that will guar-
antee that no one has to look at 
breast cancer as a death sentence,” 
said Aylman.
Th e Making Strides Against Can-
cer Walk will take place on Sunday, 
Oct. 15 at 9 a.m. in Central Park. 
Students can participate in the 
walk by joining the Baruch College 
team. Th ey can go to the Student 
Life Offi  ce and pick up a pamphlet 
or visit www.baruch.cuny.edu for 
more information.
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Everyone is always looking 
for a way to fi nd out whether their 
professor’s class is diffi cult or easy. 
Ratemyprofessor.com’s Web site 
gives you easy access to what other 
students think about professors at 
your college.  According to Danielle 
Jacovino, a student at Baruch, “the 
Web site gives [students] insight on 
a professor before taking a course.” 
After the student has found 
their school, an alphabetically 
organized list of all the profes-
sors  will appear. Along with the 
names of the professors, the list 
states the department, total rat-
ing, overall quality and diffi  culty 
of the professor.  Th e professors 
are rated on a one-to-fi ve scale, 
fi ve being the best.  
However, the real question is 
whether this site is truly helpful 
or is it just a venue for students to 
bash professors they didn’t like? 
As to how eff ective the site is, well 
it defi nitely has its perks.  For one, 
it gives an overall rating of how 
the majority of students feel about 
a specifi c professor.  Secondly, the 
comments help to clarify what 
each individual student feels 
about the professor. But not ev-
ery student will feel the same way 
about a professor or class. Th e 
one person who might have failed 
the class due to laziness might 
not agree with someone who has 
studied for the course and has 
passed. Th is aff ects the comments 
posted on the site because there is 
an average rating that is compiled. 
If the students are just rating their 
teachers according to how they 
were graded, it would be wrong to 
assume that it was the professor’s 
fault.
Jacovino believes that “It’s just 
a way for students to get a feel of 
how their professor is. Also the 
ratings are pretty consistent and 
they seem accurate to me.” On the 
site, the comments are posted in 
chronological order, displaying 
four diff erent categories in which 
the teachers are rated. Th ese cat-
egories are organized by easiness, 
helpfulness, clarity and the rater’s 
interest in the professor’s class.
However, Baruch student, 
Joey Lynch, said, “I looked up my 
professors after I got my sched-
ule, and to me [the comments] 
seemed very accurate, and the 
students who post their opinions 
don’t seem to really hate or like 
their professors, they simply just 
state how they [teach] the class.” 
“Th e evaluations given at the 
end of each semester for each pro-
fessor, defi nitely coincide with the 
results that [appear] on this site,” 
said Jacovino.  For the most part, 
the site is helpful when it comes 
to having an overview of how the 
students adapt to the course.  It is 
convenient for a student to check 
this site in that it will give them 
an idea of how to approach their 
professor, but by no means is it a 
guarantee that the professor is in-
deed easy or diffi  cult. 
“It’s diffi  cult to describe how I felt when hearing the diagnosis 
of breast cancer, especially after being assured by the doctor 
that it was probably nothing!  Shock, denial, panic and fear 
were primary.  But with the love and support of my family 
and friends I was able to fi nd doctors I had confi dence in 
and was able to get the medical help I needed to treat the 
disease and help me feel positive about my future.  It has 
been 11 years since my diagnosis and I am grateful for that 
every day! I share this information so that people can see a 
positive outcome and see that there is much reason to hope.” 
- Anne Aylman
Diagnosed with breast cancer at age 44
WWW.RATEMYPROFESSOR.COM
ß CONTINUED FROM FRONT
(WII), which strives to educate 
both Muslims and non-Muslims 
alike about Islam, and dispel the 
many misconceptions and mis-
understandings of the religion, 
play a vital role in this Holy month 
of Ramadan. Everyday during this 
month, from Monday through 
Th ursday, the MSA and WII pro-
vide Muslim students at Baruch 
with a full dinner at sunset, when 
it is time for them to break their 
fast. Th e MSA caters to over 100 
students on each of these days. 
Ramadan, however, is not only 
about fasting. It is also about self-
control and refraining oneself 
from certain urges and desires. 
It also allows Muslims to purify 
their bodies as well as their souls 
by developing a greater sense of 
humility, spirituality, and com-
munity. 
Every night Muslims go to the 
masjid (mosque) for a daily prayer 
called Taraweeh, which is a spe-
cial prayer that only takes place 
during this month. Taraweeh 
prayer is divided up so that each 
night a diff erent section of the 
Quran is recited until the entire 
holy book is recited from begin-
ning to end.
Th ough Taraweeh prayer is 
not required, it is strongly recom-
mended and widely practiced. 
Taraweeh lasts the whole month 
of Ramadan, starting the night 
before the fasting begins and 
ending the night before the last 
day of fasting.
Around the 27 day of Rama-
dan, Lailatul-Qadr, one of the 
holiest nights in the Islamic reli-
gion is recognized. Lailatul-Qadr 
is known as “the night of power,” 
and worship done on this single 
night is thought to be better than 
that of one thousand months. Th is 
night of worship is fi lled with spe-
cial prayers, recitation of the Holy 
Quran and lectures, and provides 
Muslims with a chance to ask for 
forgiveness.
Lailatul-Qadr signifi es the 
night in which the Holy Quran 
was revealed to the Prophet Mu-
hammad, peace be upon him, by 
the angel Gabriel. Lailatul-Qadr 
lasts all night from sunset till 
dawn.
Th e month of Ramadan lasts 
for either 29 or 30 days, and once 
the days of fasting are complete, 
the immediate day that follows is 
recognized as Eid Al-Fitr, which is 
one of Islam’s two major holidays. 
In Arabic it means “the celebra-
tion of breaking the fast.” Th is 
holiday marks the end of Rama-
dan and lasts for three days, with 
a special holiday prayer taking 
place in the morning of the fi rst 
day.
For Muslims, Ramadan is one 
of the best times of the year, and 
many are saddened by its end. 
Ramadan brings Muslims closer 
together, and brings with it a feel-
ing of joy and serenity. To all the 
Muslims at Baruch, and around 
the world: Ramadan Kareem and 
Eid Mubarek!
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access prevention or transmission 
information. 
Cultural values contribute to 
the problem. Machismo creates 
denial—“manly” men do not talk 
about their problems or admit to 
risk; thus, they do not get tested. 
Meanwhile, of male Hispanics 
with AIDS, 42 percent are MSM 
(and 34 percent are I.V. drug users) 
according to www.latinoaidsday.
org.  By chain reaction, Latinas are 
then infected and may still be re-
luctant to discuss condom use.
Th e epidemic has taken a heavy 
toll on the Latino community. Cu-
ban novelist Reinaldo Arenas and 
Puerto Rican salsa musician Hec-
tor Lavoe have died at the hand 
of AIDS. New York City Human 
Rights Commissioner, Dennis de 
Leon, and ice-skater Rudy Galin-
do are living with HIV. And so 
are countless and nameless (but 
much more dear) friends, cousins, 
parents, and children.
As Baruch celebrates National 
Hispanic Heritage month, think 
of your neighbors, friends and 
relatives who need support. Don’t 
just stop by the multi-purpose 
room on Oct. 10 to sample Pan-
American cuisine. Check out the 
“Sexuality and HIV Transmission 
among the Hispanic Community 
Health Workshop” on Tuesday, 
Oct.17, in Room 3-125, during 
club hours. And while you’re at it, 
pick up brochures from the Health 
Center. Awareness alone can take 
you a long way.
Log on to www.nlaad.org to 
fi nd out about citywide Latino 
AIDS Awareness events and to 
help join the fi ght against AIDS—
not only in the Latino community, 
but throughout the world.




Within just a month, Nigel 
Snowdon has managed to sweep 
Baruch’s community off  of its feet. 
Not only is his show the highest 
rated show at WBMB this year, but 
he has already been elected a USG 
senator as well. Snowdon, a native 
Canadian who transferred into Ba-
ruch from Manhattan College at 
the beginning of the fall semester, 
is just 23 years old but has already 
had a number of successful busi-
nesses. He is currently majoring in 
Finance and Investment, spend-
ing most of his time at Baruch. On 
many days he arrives on campus 
as early as 9 a.m. and leaves as late 
as 11 p.m. 
Among many other activi-
ties, Snowdon is a manager of the 
TriBeCa fi lm festival and volunteer 
coordinator at the Guggenheim 
Museum. Students can catch his 
new hit show on WBMB from 9 
a.m. to 11 p.m. on Monday nights.
Th e Ticker caught up with 
Snowdon to talk about what sur-
prises students can look forward to 
in both his show and through his 
involvement with USG. 
JK: How does it feel to be the 
new hot thing?
Nigel Snowdon: Vindicated. No, 
it’s nice to be known. I like to be the 
center of attention and that’s why I 
try to help out as much as I can. 
JK: Why did you choose 
WBMB? 
NS: Basically, I was in music 
since I was ten. Music is in my 
blood. I was in a jazz band for a 
while. I actually had a store in Can-
ada: Nigel’s Coff ee and Tea Room. 
I opened it up when I was fi fteen 
and I used to play there. It was my 
own little place to jam and do my 
thing. I love hip-hop. I love the 
whole beat aspect to it. I am more 
about the music than I am about 
the lyrics, which is kind of ironic 
because most people like lyrics 
more than the music. But I would 
have to say I am eclectic; I listen to 
everything. 
JK: Do you usually play music 
that’s popular, such as the com-
mercial music?
NS: Th e stuff  I usually use for 
my show is the stuff  you haven’t 
heard in a long time, like 90s hip-
hop. Th at’s why the show is pick-
ing up so well, because all these 
people who listen to commercial 
shows are getting tag teamed with 
50 Cent and the like.    
JK: Does your show mostly 
feature hip-hop? 
NS: I want to throw a little more 
R&B and Reggae aspects [in]to it. 
I am talking to some R&B artists 
to help out with the concert for 
school, and then mix it into my 
show.
JK: Do you have any goals for 
your show?
NS: I want to get to the hundred 
mark, which is the most that [the ra-
dio station] can do, within the next 
three months. I would love to have 
multiple nights to bring students 
at Baruch good music, so they can 
actually enjoy themselves. Th ere’s 
so much stress going around, and 
anything that you can use as a re-
lief of that is a blessing.
JK: How do you feel about 
WBMB? 
NS: I used to have a radio show 
in Toronto before I moved here, so 
for me it’s like coming home after 
a really long time. I like the oppor-
tunity to get back on the radio and 
express myself musically. 
JK: What about the other peo-
ple at the station?
NS: [Th ey are] good people. I 
believe as though they all have the 
same goal, they all love music, en-
joy music and want the radio sta-
tion to be successful. 
JK: What do you do with your 
free time, Nigel?
NS: As far as free time, I just like 
to relax. I listen to music. I know 
it’s a redundant thing. But [I enjoy] 
being able to sit back and listen 
to music and not have to think of 
anything. 
JK: As a USG senator, do you 
have any goals for Baruch? 
NS: I want Baruch to be known 
as the Best school in CUNY. I want 
everybody in every CUNY school 
to know Baruch’s name, want to 
come here and envy us. 
I want to be able to free up more 
of the regulations from [the Open 
Meeting law] and allow the student 
government here, and hopefully 
around CUNY, with more leeway 
so they can actually get stuff  done. 
I must say that the Student 
Government here is much more 
organized than most of the other 
Student governments. It just seems 
that they are much more on top of 
their game, here, professionally. 
People wear suits. I wear a suit, I 
take it as a job, and if I don’t keep 
that mentality I might take things 
personally or I might look at it as 
though I am wasting my time. But 
if it’s a business and it’s an invest-
ment, I want to make sure that 
what I am doing is going to benefi t 
me when I get out of here.  
JK: Do you have any specifi c 
message you want to relay to stu-
dents? 
NS: I would say stay focused. 
Th is is an investment that you guys 
are putting in and you know what? 
You guys are taking this initial step, 
and empowering not only yourself 
but the people who come behind 
you−your children, your family 
members who might be a little bit 
apprehensive. But you are lead-
ing and by leading you are going 
to make sure that your family and 
anybody around you are going to 
have a better life. 
JK: You sound quite like a 
business man. How did you get 
your start? 
NS: I owned [Nigel’s Coff ee and 
Tea room] for two and a half years. 
It was a marginal success, I had 
enough money to sell it and move 
here [from Canada]. 
I owned a record label, Coali-
tion Records, for three years when 
I moved here. I used it as an oppor-
tunity for people who didn’t have 
the stature to go up to the major 
labels. Basically, you need solicita-
tion to get into anywhere. I would 
use my company as a stepping 
stone [for new artists]. If I really 
liked them, I would record them. 
After I did that I worked with 
Nightlife Productions, which is a 
management company in the city. 
I want to retire by the time I 
am thirty fi ve. I currently have two 
companies right now. One is deci-
sionsmadeeasy.com.  
JK: How do you feel about New 
York? 
NS: I love New York. I have been 
waiting to live here all my life. U.S. 
has dollars, Canada has “loonies,” 
so you can’t take fi nancial crisis se-
riously. I love the whole ideology of 
America and capitalism. You come 
here, you make money and you do 
what you can do. 
JK: Any last words?
NS: I am a cool guy, say hi to me 
in the halls. 
Ramadan begins 
around campus
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Video games are the new rite of 
passage. Just about everyone has 
played video games, whether in 
the arcade, at school, home, or on 
a mobile device. For college stu-
dents, video games can be a great 
source of inexpensive, interactive 
entertainment. However, they can 
also aff ect the way we lead our ev-
eryday lives. 
Games can often relieve stress 
that accumulates over the week or 
even during a day at school. How-
ever, certain students are better at 
managing their time and making 
sure that such games do not con-
trol their schedule. If they cannot, 
games can add to that stress by tak-
ing up spare time. 
Varun Kumra is a full time lower 
sophomore at Baruch. Since he ar-
rived in this country from India one 
year ago, he has been playing video 
games in four hour sessions dur-
ing the weekends. In India, he was 
quite athletic and played sports 
such as soccer and tennis. Now, 
he’s become an indoor type of guy. 
His friends here are busy with work 
and school, so he has taken to play-
ing his favorite game, F.E.A.R, a PC 
multiplayer fi rst person shooter. 
He plays on his laptop and en-
joys the thrill of the gore and eery 
atmosphere. For him, the game 
becomes addictive after surpassing 
a new level, since it energizes him 
to continue playing longer to reach 
the next one. While he feels that 
playing fewer video games would 
give him more time to study, he has 
not yet made that adjustment.  
Kam Yau, an upper junior and 
full time student at Baruch has 
been playing video games since she 
was seven. Growing up with video 
games has given her the ability to 
multitask and manage her time ef-
fectively. She is able to divide her 
time during daily lunch hours for 
school and studying, and her week-
ends to volunteering and video 
games. She manages to squeeze a 
solid one and a half to two hours on 
Sundays to play her favorite online 
word game, Literati, on Yahoo. It 
helps her to relax from her sched-
ule and keeps her mind sharp. 
She feels the only impact play-
ing video games throughout her 
life has had is that she now wears 
glasses. She does not enjoy video 
games with violence due to “a weak 
mind for gore.” As far as making 
friends is concerned, Yau stated, 
“You meet people through games, 
but they don’t last longer than the 
game [itself ]. Meeting people is still 
[something I do] through school 
and work.”
While Kumra and Yau spend 
a considerable amount of time 
playing games, they still manage 
to have regular lives. Kumra also 
holds the position of Baruch Voice 
Out Treasurer and Yau volunteers 
tutors Mandarin and Cantonese 
on weekends. Games do not have 
to overtake lives, or even infl uence 
them in a negative way. It just takes 
a bit of scheduling, experience and 
moderation.  
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For some, video-gaming beats free time
Varun Kumra always makes sure 
to schedule in time for gaming.
VICTOR CHU I THE TICKER
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n Urban clothing 





In the movie Fast Times at Ridge-
mont High, Sean Penn’s character, 
Jeff  Spicoli, is shown wearing clas-
sic California surfer gear including 
a pair of Vans slip-ons. A few years 
later, two MCs and a DJ from New 
York City, Run DMC, started a cult 
while following by wearing Adidas 
superstars and Kangol Bermuda 
hats. Th is was the infancy of mod-
ern urban style. Th e question now 
is where can we get our hands on 
some of this classic attire in our 
more modern age?
With humble roots from the lo-
cal fl ea market, eighteen years ago 
Maryann Fusco and James Jebbia, 
along with the help of Eddie Cruz 
started a store located at 172 Spring 
Street, as an outlet for some of the 
hipper clothing brands at the cusp 
of cool. Today, Union, the small 
store that sits along a strip of big 
name boutiques on Spring Street 
defi nitely holds its own by staying 
true to its goal of maintaining this 
classic image of our generation.
Union’s ambience is refl ected 
in its simple white lettering on the 
black canopy outside, mirrored 
by basic hardwood fl oors on the 
inside. However, the clothing and 
store employees contrast the sim-
plicity of the store itself. Walking 
in, you immediately notice a splash 
of colors by the Vans slip-ons dis-
play, the Nike Air exclusives on 
the fl oor and the 10 Deep and 2BG 
(Two Black Guys) hoodies on the 
shelves. You are also met by some 
of the “chillest” store employees in 
all of New York City. Andre Munoz 
is just one an example of a style afi -
cionado who can help you with all 
your clothing needs. 
Originally carrying only brands 
like Stussy and Freshjive, today 
Union carries clothing from the 
path of the “young-man” to that of 
“the grown-man.” “In junior high 
school and high school I used to 
shop here for T-shirts, now I see 
twenty-year olds  coming in for 
blazers and salvage denim,” says 
Wilkins Frias, the store’s Mman-
ager, on the subject of the changing 
styles of clothing carried at Union. 
Dominican-born, Brooklyn-raised, 
Frias, is a can be described as a 
well-read, cosmopolitan individu-
al. He is also an excellent ambas-
sador of the brands carried in the 
store, ranging from BBC (Billion-
aire’s Boys Club) to 2BG. 
Some other noteworthy brands 
at Union include 10 Deep and 2BG. 
New York’s own, 10 Deep / Tenth 
NYC is a design fi rm and creative 
clothing line with the 10 Deep 
clothing line being its core func-
tion, which was started in 1995. 
It produces high quality T-shirts, 
sweatshirts, denim, and acces-
sories. Th is season the brand has 
released nice colorful tops, which 
feature all around prints and the 
signature 10 deep logo on the bot-
tom corner. 
Th e Canadian brand, 2BG is an 
up-and-coming brand with lots 
of style and thought put into each 
piece. Th ey make T-shirts and 
sweatshirts, which evoke serious 
messages on African-American 
culture while keeping things fun 
at the same time. Each sweatshirt, 
for instance, claims to be “made in 
the shade” and comes with a pack 
of cottonseeds. Th is season they 
released sweatshirts and zip-up 
hoodies in bright colors with great 
stitching and embroidery work. 
In addition, N2BG have their tex-
tiles produced at the same factory 
Supreme uses, so you know every-
thing is great quality.
Union has been a staple in 
downtown Manhattan for years, so 
for those of you that didn’t know, 
now you do. For those of you that 
did, well,  the secret’s out.
Classic hip-hop duds in Manhattan 
SHOPPING GUIDE
Union
172 Spring St. 
(between West Broadway
 and Thompson St.)
New York, NY 10012
(212) 226-8493
2BG hoodies, assorted 10 Deep clothing and classic Adidas sneakers are some of the 
products you can fi nd at Union.
MATEO VISHNEVSKY I THE TICKER
BY REBECCA FORBES 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Th is is the time of year when 
women and men are reminded 
about breast cancer prevention, 
detection, and care. In addition, 
more young women are being 
educated about how to administer 
self-tests and lead more healthy 
lifestyles so as to prevent breast 
cancer. 
Education about prevention 
and detection is an important fac-
tor in helping to eradicate breast 
cancer from the world. Th is year, 
an estimated 212,920 women will 
be aff ected by breast cancer in the 
United States and about 40,970 
women will die from this dis-
ease. In addition, it is estimated 
that 1,720 men will be diagnosed 
with breast cancer this year, and 
460 men will die. Furthermore, 
although breast cancer in young 
women is rare, about fi ve percent 
of all breast cancer cases occur in 
women under the age of 40. 
However, with every new case 
of breast cancer, researchers are 
working hard to fi nd a cure. By 
purchasing certain products from 
participating companies and tak-
ing part in events, anyone can help 
fund research to fi nd a cure for 
breast cancer. 
Proceeds from the purchase 
of the following products will be 
donated to the American Cancer 
Society:
• Estée Lauder will donate 
100 percent of the net proceeds 
from the sale of their Pink Ribbon 
2006 products to Th e Breast Can-
cer Research Foundation. Th ese 
products include the Pink Ribbon 
Compact 2006, which is transpar-
ent, and is $45; and the Pink Rib-
bon Pin, which is $15. www.estee-
lauder.com.
• Th e Colour Surge Butter 
Shine™ Lipstick in “In the Pink” 
for $14: Clinique will donate $10 
to support Th e Breast Cancer Re-
search Foundation. www.clinique.
com.
• Pink Coach multi-charm key-
fob for $58: Coach will donate 20 
percent of the proceeds to support 
Th e Breast Cancer Research Foun-
dation. From now until December 
31, 2006, Coach will also donate 
$100 to Th e Breast Cancer Re-
search Foundation for every sale 
of the Coach Gallery Breast Cancer 
Watch ($398) www.coach.com.
• Purchases of clothing and




The color surge butter shine lipstick.
WWW.CLINIQUE.COM
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n Should super thin 
runway models be 
allowed to work?
BY RIANA JAGARNATH 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
When is thin too thin? Runway 
models are creating unhealthy 
images for the public, but more 
specifi cally, for teenage girls. Th eir 
images are infl uencing and mis-
leading us into thinking that this 
unhealthy version of skinny is 
considered “attractive.” 
Without a doubt, we are infl u-
enced by what we see displayed 
by the media—whether it’s in 
newspapers, on television or in 
magazines. Clearly, if we see run-
way models that are underweight, 
many will assume that this is a de-
sired look that we should aspire to 
portray.
According to Th e New York 
Times, Snejana Onopka, Natasha 
Poly and Hana Soukupova, models 
in demand were so thin that their 
“knees and elbows were larger 
than their concave thighs and pipe 
cleaner arms, and their bobbling 
heads looked as if a slight breeze 
could detach them from their frail 
bodies.” When we are able to mea-
sure our waists with our pinkies, 
there are also undoubtedly health 
issues to worry about. Yet, these 
famous designers encourage un-
healthy habits by continuing to 
place these girls in their shows. 
“Th is goes for everything we 
stand for as an industry … be-
cause this should be an industry of 
beauty and luxury, not famished-
looking people that look pale and 
sick,” says David Bonnouvier. 
Th ere has to be a stop to taking 
this skinny level to such an extrem-
ity but how can this be accom-
plished when some celebrities are 
fl aunting this image? According 
to Th e New York Times, celebrities 
like Nicole Richie, Lindsay Lohan, 
Paris Hilton and Mischa Barton 
have all been accused of being too 
thin. Many may agree that they 
are. However, magazines still dis-
play their images and designers 
still cast them in their shows. Th is 
shows that the media supports 
this idea of being skinny. Th is also 
aff ects how teenagers perceive the 
word “attractive.” Females feel as if 
they have to look like these models 
in order to attract attention from 
the public.
Culture Secretary Ms. Tessa 
Jowell has acknowledged how 
these models are aff ecting the
SEE SKINNY PAGE 21
A thin line between 
skinny and unhealthy
Baruch BeatCALENDAR OF EVENTS
FASHION REPORT
Skinny models like this may 
soon be a thing of the past.
TUESDAY,
OCTOBER 10
Careers in the Business World
Starr Career Development Center
VC 2-190
12:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.
Nydia Valazquez: Why Vote? 
Undergraduate Student Govern-
ment Room 
750, Library Building 
12:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.
Learn Chinese
United Chinese Language Associa-
tion
VC 3-210




6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
WEDNESDAY,
OCTOBER 11





Breakdown: In the Gray Room:
Lecture by David Levi Strauss







5:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
Film Series: A Day Without a Mex-
ican
Hispanic Heritage Month Commit-
tee
VC 3-215
7:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
Bearcats vs. York: Men’s Soccer 
Met Oval, Maspeth, Queens
8:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m.
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 12
Globalization: A Force for Good? 
















12:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.
Academic Survival Workshop
SEEK Offi  ce
VC 3-210
12:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.
Finance Networking Evening So-
cial
Beta Alpha Psi, Finance & Econom-
ics Society, Starr Career Develop-
ment Center
VC 14-250




6:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m.
Film Series: Yo Soy Alcantara
Hispanic Heritage Month Commit-
tee
VC 3-215
6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
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accessories for men and women 
from www.fordcares.com. 
Prices range from $4 to $35 and 
100 percent of the net proceeds are 
donated to the Susan G. Komen 
Breast Cancer Foundation. 
• Pink Pony product purchases 
will benefi t the Pink Pony Fund, 
which aids in cancer care and pre-
vention. www.polo.com.
• Polaroid introduced a line 
of pink digital cameras: i639M, 
a520M, i533P, i733LP. 
• Sale of any pink yoga mat ($22) 
will benefi t Th e Breast Cancer Re-
search Foundation. www.Mats-
MatsMats.com.
• Selection of clothing, hats, rib-
bons, accessories, bags, etc. whose 
purchase will benefi t breast cancer 
research. www.shop.thebreastcan-
cersite.com.
For more information on Breast 
Cancer Awareness visit the Nation-
Breast cancer buys: support the cause
The pink Coach multi-charm keyfob.
WWW.COACH.COM
WWW.CNN.COM
PASSIONATELY PINK FOR THE CURE™
Participants pick any day during the month 
of October, make a donation of $5 or more per-
sonal contribution to the Komen Foundation, 
then wear the color pink. 
 MAKING STRIDES AGAINST BREAST 
CANCER
October 15 in Central Park: a noncompeti-
tive walk to help fi ght breast cancer and give 
hope to those already fi ghting the disease.  
www.cancer.org 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS TO CELEBRATE BREAST CANCER AWARENESS MONTH: 




“Th e challenge of the frontier lay 
in the opportunity it provided for a 
new start in life. Essentially, that is 
the challenge embodied by a public 
college like Baruch . . . Our students 
being here bears witness to the fact 
that the spirit of the American fron-
tier still lives . . . Baruch [College] 
comes far closer to giving reality to 
the American dream than better-
known colleges and universities,” 
said Bernard Mannes Baruch on 
Oct. 9, 1953 as he addressed stu-
dents, faculty and guests who came 
to celebrate the naming of the col-
lege in his honor.
Bernard Baruch (1870-1965) 
was also known as the “Park Bench 
Statesman.” He graduated from City 
College of New York in 1889 and his 
fi rst job was an offi  ce boy earning 
$3.00 a week. He ran errands in the 
fi nancial district and became cap-
tivated by the potential that Wall 
Street held. 
He then became a runner for a 
brokerage house and invested all 
his time and eff ort into learning 
the business, eventually becoming 
a broker himself. His earnings al-
lowed him to buy a seat on the New 
York Stock Exchange. 
By the time he was 30, Bernard 
was a millionaire. After his great 
success as a fi nancier he became 
an advisor to presidents including 
that of Woodrow Wilson and Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt, on economic mat-
ters.
Students are still reminded of 
his presence as they enter the Ver-
tical Campus 41 years later. Th e 
sculpture sitting on the bench re-
minds us of his hard work and suc-
cess. “Having an actual statue of 
him reminds us of his generosity 
and philanthropy and inspires us 
to become [as] successful and give 
back to the community,” said John 
Gardenhire, a business major. 
Natasha Mahadeo added that 
she fi nds it very off ensive when 
students sit on the statue. “It serves 
as an inspiration to us, not only as 
business students but also as peo-
ple who strive to achieve our goals 
in life. Seeing students sitting on 
him shows how little appreciation 
some of [the] Baruch community 
has for him,” Natashashe laments.
Th e statue was commissioned 
and donated by Peter S. Jonas, 
alumni of 1960, who is now a man-
ager at JFP Ventures Incorporated, 
and his wife, Gloria S. Jonas, in 
honor of the newly built Vertical 
Campus.
 Th e sculpture was designed by 
the renowned Colorado bronze 
sculptor James Agius whose 
achievements include the U.S.’s 
largest bronze in-fl ight bird sculp-
ture and many other wildlife art 
pieces. 
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Bernard Baruch’s VC statue 
has a rich history, too!
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way young girls’ view their devel-
oping bodies. She states “young 
girls aspire to look like catwalk 
models, when these models are 
unhealthily underweight it pres-
surizes girls to starve themselves 
to look the same.” Growing up as 
a female is tough enough and this 
actually encourages anorexia and 
bulimia. Some teenage girls want 
to be viewed as “attractive,” and 
they will go an “extra mile” in or-
der to achieve their goal. 
According to Wan Ibrahim, the 
Webmaster of “Health & Wellness 
Resources Center” and the editor 
of “Healthy 4Life newsletter,” the 
ideal weight for a woman who is 
exactly 5 feet tall is 100 pounds. 
For every additional inch above 
5 feet, add fi ve pounds. However, 
these models in today’s industry 
are 5’9” and weigh 115 pounds. 
Overseas countries are sensing 
this to be a huge problem and are 
taking a stand in this matter. Th e 
New York Times states a British 
cabinet minister called on Satur-
day for London Fashion to ban 
girls from the runway who weigh 
less than 125 pounds. “I applaud 
the decision taken by Madrid to 
ban super thin models, and urge 
the organizers of London Fashion 
Week to do the same,” Jowell states. 
Implementing these rules is the 
fi rst approach into correcting the 
situation. If these weight restric-
tions are implied, clearly models 
will feel obligated to maintain this 
weight criterion in order to remain 
in the modeling industry. 
Th ere defi nitely is a thin line 
between skinny and unhealthy. 
Th ese runway models are defi nite-
ly crossing the border. 
Skinny models 
banned from runway
Bernard Baruch’s statue goes unnoticed by many Baruch students, but it’s 
history will forever be an important part of the history of our campus.
BY JEFFREY MORENO 
 CONTRIBUTING WRITER
 As of Th ursday, Sept. 14, New 
York City’s oldest, largest and per-
haps even best street festival has 
been in full swing in Little Italy. 
Th is year marks the 79 incarna-
tion of the Feast of San Gennaro. 
According to the offi  cial Web site, 
the feast fi rst took place on Sept. 
19, 1926 and was a one-day only 
event held by newly arriving im-
migrants who brought the tradi-
tion of celebrating their patron 
saint with them from Naples, Italy. 
Since then, it has evolved into an 
11-day event that annually draws 
upwards of three million people to 
Little Italy’s Mulberry Street.
Th e feast runs along Mulberry 
Street in between Canal Street on 
the south and Houston Street on 
the north. Many of the restaurants 
that line Mulberry off er al fresco 
(open air) dining during the feast. 
Eating outdoors allows you the 
chance to watch people enjoy the 
other festivities, including more 
than 100 street vendors peddling 
their wares. 
You can get your hands on 
classic Italian street foods such as 
the infamous sausage and pep-
per sandwich or a grilled braciole. 
Th e braciole consists of a rolled 
pork steak stuff ed with garlic, 
parsley, grated parmesan cheese, 
black pepper and oregano and is 
typically served on a roll. Frutta di 
Mare, or fruit of the sea, is also in 
abundant supply. In addition, cold 
seafood salad, fried calamari and 
baked clams can be found at many 
of the food vendors.
For those that have a sweet 
tooth, the feast does not disap-
point. You can indulge in zep-
poli, fried Oreos and gelato that 
are available on just about every 
street corner. For a real treat, visit 
the renowned Ferrara Bakery and 
Café on Grand Street between 
Mulberry and Mott Streets. Either 
partake in table service to rest your 
feet after walking the length of the 
festival or for those who are calo-
rie conscious, you can get takeout 
and walk off  that canoli as you eat . 
From tiramisu, to biscotti, Ferrara 
Bakery has it all.
After you “mangia che te fa 
bene,” (eat until you feel full), you 
can give your stomach a well-de-
served rest while you play one of 
the many games or browse the 
goods for sale. A game that proves 
to be a crowd pleaser every year is 
“Drown the Clown.” A player pays 
two dollars and is given three base-
balls to try to hit a target, as the 
title of the game implies, drown 
the clown. Th e draw of the game is 
not the game itself, but the antics 
of the foul-mouthed clown while 
he waits to be dunked. His banter 
goes beyond good-mannered fun. 
After a visibly drunk man missed 
the target about a dozen times, 
the clown suggested in no uncer-
tain terms that he had a drinking 
problem and  to “save your mon-
ey because happy hour is almost 
over.” Th e clown pulls no punches, 
so parents, be ready to cover your 
children’s ears.
 Th e Feast of San Gennaro has 
something for everyone.  A sample 
of the crowd is just as diverse as 
any you can fi nd in New York City. 
Walk east towards Mulberry and 
immerse yourself in all Little Italy 
has to off er. After you mangia e 
bevi, take a minute to appreciate 
your surroundings.  
San Gennaro feast
JEFFREY MORENO I THE TICKER
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The San Gennaro feast has an array of games that attract visitors.
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WORDS OF 
THE WEEK
Vexillology: the study of fl ag
Multifarious: having great diversity or variety
Pusillanimous: cowardly
Pecuniary: relating to money
Loquacious: very talkative
MARCH OF THE MEANIES - MICHAEL KLAMBATSEN
Wednesday Oct. 5 marked the 
offi  cial start of the regular season 
for the New York Rangers. Th e 
Blueshirts skating in their home 
uniforms looked focused and 
ready to embark on another mem-
orable season. 
Th e pre–game ceremony had 
fans out of their seats screaming 
and cheering, while their beloved 
team skated out of the tunnel. 
Some fans noticed Jaromir 
Jagr’s new distinction sown onto 
his left shoulder as he subtly got 
ready for the opening face off . Oth-
ers noticed the newly appointed 
Captain 29 seconds into the fi rst 
period when Jagr ripped the mesh 
with a hard shot into the low right 
hand corner. 
At that point of the game the 
energy level was so high both on 
the ice and in the arena that the 
Garden was literally rocking. Th e 
Rangers unlike last year are ex-
pected to win, and to do it with 
fi nesse. And on Wednesday they 
didn’t disappoint. 
Everybody knew coming into 
this game that Brendan Shana-
han was a brilliant hockey player. 
Fans saw what he did throughout 
his stellar career and even most 
recently for Detroit. But there were 
still doubts and concerns about 
his age. Well, guys if the fi rst game 
showed anything, it at least showed 
that Shanahan’s still got it. His fi rst 
goal came in the second period to 
extend the Rangers’ lead 3-1. 
Shanahan got a beautiful feed 
from Petr Prucha and was left one-
on-one with Ollie the goalie. Sha-
nahan skated in hard and sharply 
fl ipped the puck right through 
Kolzig’s legs for his fi rst goal as a 
Ranger. 
His second goal came on a de-
layed penalty 
in the third 
period. Sha-
nahan not 
only made a 
great impres-
sion on the 
New York 






a goal in the 
game which came in the second 
period from a great play by Adam 
Hall. Hall’s pressure led to another 
Washington turnover. Th is in turn 
led to Betts’ fi ring a high wrister 
past Kolzig. However insuffi  cient 
the Capitals did manage to get 2 
out of their 27 shots past Henrik 
Lundqvist. 
Lundqvist played relatively 
sharp and but allowed a couple 
of odd bouncing pucks to skip 
through his crease.  Reigning Rook-
ie of the Year Alexander Ovechkin 
had some great plays but was kept 
off  the scoreboard. 
Martin Straka then emphati-
cally shut the door on the Capitals 
with an empty net goal late in the 
third to ensure the Rangers a 5-2 
victory.
Th e New York Rangers won 
their fi rst game in very convincing 
fashion. However, this was only the 
fi rst game of the season and there 
are still many challenges remain-
ing for this potentially successful 
franchise. If the energy and chem-
istry stays consistent, the New 
Rangers will prove to be a very dif-
fi cult opponent.
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BY SEAN RYAN
STAFF WRITER
    
As we enter October, be pre-
pared for devastation. A natural 
disaster is brewing that could 
possibly fl ood Manhattan, an oc-
currence that has become annual 
in the last few years. No, we are 
not getting our version of Hurri-
cane Katrina. Our storm is named 
Isiah and is poised to destroy 
basketball in our fi ne city, as we 
know it.  
Yes, Isiah Th omas and the 
New York Knicks are back. Com-
ing off  the worst season in fran-
chise history, our favorite gang of 
misfi ts are trying to dispel rumors 
that they cannot play as a team, 
and answer many of the burning 
questions Knicks fans have been 
asking since June. 
Will coach Th omas, be able 
to bring this team together? Can 
Stephon Marbury prove he is the 
best point guard in the NBA? Will 
Eddy Curry mature into the domi-
nant player he has the potential to 
be? For the Knicks, the answers to 
these questions need to be “yes” 
for a successful season
Curry has great potential. 
Although he is still young at 24-
years-old, he is a giant at six feet, 
eleven inches. He can block and 
score. If he can get his act together 
on defense, keep his head in the 
game on off ense, and stay in the 
kind of physical shape an athlete 
should be in, he could be devas-
tating.  He claims he is in the best 
shape of his career. We will have 
to wait and see.
Marbury is a diff erent story. 
He felt stifl ed under the coach-
ing style of Larry Brown. Stephon 
wants the freedom to play his 
game his way, and run the team. 
Th omas will let him do this, and 
if Marbury can remember it is a 
team eff ort and not the “Starbury 
Show,” he will be a productive 
leader and a dominant player 
in the league. He needs to also 
be able to coexist with shooting 
guard Steve Francis and not turn 
every game into a competition.
As for Th omas, it is now his 
team. Th e fate of the Knicks is in 
Isiah’s hands. If the storm hits 
he needs to be able to clean the 
damage up quickly, before it is ir-




Th e Men’s and Women’s 
Swimming/Diving teams experi-
enced an array of ups and downs 
during their 2005 run. Th eir big-
gest down was their overall and 
CUNY records. Th e women fi n-
ished in fourth place out of six in 
the CUNYAC standings and a 4-9 
overall record. Th e men placed 
third out of four teams in their 
conference, which included the 
powerhouse College of Staten 
Island, who steamrolled to a per-
fect 3-0 record (9-0 overall). Th e 
Bearcats themselves fi nished 1-2 
within the conference, and only 
managed a 2-9 record when all 
was said and done. 
On a brighter note, this may 
have been one of the better teams 
in recent years. Every good team 
needs a good foundation. With 
the addition of Coach Charles 
Lampasso in July 2005, swimmers 
began to shine individually. Lam-
passo was rewarded for his out-
standing leadership with the CU-
NYAC Coach of the Year award, a 
diffi  cult task with so few wins. 
Th e highlights of last season 
most certainly were the extraor-
dinary amount of school records 
broken by the team, 18 by the 
men, topped by the women with 
19. Tony Zhang set records in 
the 100-yard and 200-yard back-
stroke and 200-meter Individual 
Medley. Daniela Sepulveda was 
involved in nine record-break-
ing performances, including the 
100-yard and 200-yard freestyle. 
Michael Wursthorn won CUNY-
AC Rookie of the Year and broke 
school records in the 200-yard 
and 200-meter freestyles.
With only two losses due to 
graduation to the men’s squad 
and one on the women’s side, the 
foundation is there to continually 
improve.
Th e 2006 season should bring 
an infl ux of new talent to the al-
ready gifted bunch. Coach Lam-
passo said, “Numbers help. You 
score more points per event.” Last 
year’s team fi elded 10 swimmers 
and eight women. Lampasso 
would like to carry 20 or so men, 
and 13 to 14 women. 
Lampasso said it would be 
hard to move up in the standings 
within the conference because of 
the numbers game, but expects 
this season to be more competi-
tive. He looks forward to Igor 
Gorodetsky, Carlos Nieto and 
Wursthorn being the foundation 
of a solid men’s squad.
On the women’s side, Senior 
Daniela Sepulveda is coming off  
knee surgery, but should be ready 
by Oct. 21 the season opener. 
Lampasso said Sepulveda may 
start the season slow, “but will 
contribute more by the end of the 
season.” Th ey will need another 
strong individual performance by 
Sepulveda, the unoffi  cial leader 
of the female team, in order to 
succeed. Laura Tumulak will 
play an important role. She was 
“good” last year while juggling 
work, school and swimming. Ex-
pect her to be an impact swim-
mer with more focus during the 
upcoming season.
“I’m confi dent. Very confi dent. 
We have a lot of new people, a lot 
of guys, good girls. We have the 
potential to do really well,” Sepul-
veda said, “But we’re not going to 
know who stays on the team until 
the season starts.”
Team swimming on 
high hopes
Blueshirts off 
to a hot start
A-Rod falls out 
of the spotlight
 BY IRVING DEJOHN
 CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Th e playoff s, especially in a short 
ALDS match up, can sometimes be 
an unfair representation of a team 
after coming out of the marathon 
of the regular season. So far in this 
fi rst round playoff , one theme from 
the regular season has held true: 
Alex ‘Don’t Hate Me Because I’m 
Beautiful’ Rodriguez is the antith-
esis of Derek Jeter. 
Game One, which pitted right 
hander Chien Ming Wang (19-6) 
against the tough lefty Nate Robert-
son (13-13), was all Yankees from 
the start. Th e Yanks began their as-
sault on Robertson in the third in-
ning on the strength of a two-run 
double by Bobby Abreu and  Jason 
Giambi’s two-run homer to expand 
the lead to 5-0.  After Detroit nar-
rowed the defi cit to 5-3, Abreu add-
ed some insurance runs by knock-
ing in two with a single, giving him 
four RBI’s for the night. Yankees 
captain Derek Jeter was clearly the 
player of the game, collecting fi ve 
hits.
Game Two seemed to com-
pletely counteract any momentum 
gained by the Yankees in Game 
One. Th e poor execution and 
squandered opportunities began 
early as Rodriguez struck out in the 
fi rst inning with the bases loaded. 
Johnny Damon provided the only 
off ense for the Bronx Bombers with 
a three-run in the fourth inning. 
Th e Tigers clawed back, scoring a 
run in three consecutive innings off  
of starter Mike Mussina, showing 
tenacity as they won 4-3. 
 Th e underlying theme at the 
stadium today was certainly Rodri-
guez’s constant aversion to the big 
spot. Rodriguez struck out three 
times today and is batting .143 
overall this series and is hitting an 






Men’s and Women’s Swimming is poised for victory this year.
ROB REALE I THE TICKER
Alexandra Vamanu.
So far, the Women’s Tennis 
team played fi ve games against 
CUNY schools, winning four of 
them. On the Sept. 26 match, the 
Bearcats lost to Hunter with a fi nal 
score of 8-1, losing all three dou-
bles and fi ve out of the six singles. 
Nevertheless, the Bearcats have 
solid winning scores from the oth-
er four tournaments. Th ey defeat-
ed Brooklyn College with a score of 
9-0, College of Staten Island with a 
score of 8-1, John Jay College with 
a score of 9-0, and now CCNY with 
a fi nal score of 9-0. Th ese victories 
put the Women’s Tennis team into 
second place in CUNY standings, 
giving them a good chance for the 
CUNYAC fi nals, which will take 
place on Oct. 21.
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Men’s Cross Country
10/8 – Baruch at City Tech 11 a.m.
Women’s Cross Country
10/8 – Baruch at City Tech 10 a.m.
Women’s Tennis
10/6 – Lehman at 
Baruch 3:30 p.m.
10/7 – Baruch at 
Manhatanville 1 p.m.
Women’s Volleyball
10/3 – York at Baruch 7 p.m.




Both the Men and Women’s 
Cross Country teams have high 
expectations for this years’ 
CUNY Championship at the 
end of this month. With new 
and remarkably experienced 
coaches Jacques Noseal (men’s 
head coach), Brenda Gonzalez 
(women’s head coach), and 
Ariadne Mui (women’s assis-
tant coach), the teams’ dreams 
of winning the CUNY Cham-
pionships may just be within 
reach 
With the Men’s Cross Coun-
try team competing as a fi rst-
ever varsity sport this year, the 
pressure is more intense than 
in the past when it was only a 
club sport. Th e Bearcats start-
ed their season with the 8K Ba-
ruch Invitational and captured 
fourth place as a team. A week 
later, they earned fi fth place at 
the York Invitational. 
Placing third at the Queens-
borough Invitational came 
with a price. “Th e heat was bad. 
It was humid, the guys were 
gasping for air,” Noseal saud. 
“Weather and the overall con-
dition of the track greatly aff ect 
a runner’s performance.” 
Junior Matt Soja earned his 
spot as team captain after plac-
ing fi rst in three consecutive 
meets this season. Soja’s three-
meet winning streak ended as 
he placed second at last week’s 
Lehman College Invitational. 
Soja is Baruch’s number 
one men’s cross country run-
ner and the most anticipated 
athlete at this year’s CUNY 
Championship. “I do not let 
it get into my head this early 
in the season. I will be quite 
stressed in the last few days 
before the conference meet. 
But right now, I am just focus-
ing on training, improving my 
times and being a responsible 
team captain,” says Soja. 
Noseal has found it diffi  cult 
to work regular practice and 
training into his runners’ busy 
schedule as well as his own. 
“I don’t always have everyone 
when I want them because we 
just can’t always meet at the 
same time,” he admits. “But I 
think that the guys have been 
improving. I want to place at 
least third at the CUNY Cham-
pionship so there is pressure, 
but I think it’s possible. It’s 
within our grasp.”
With over 10 runners, Noseal 
has done a phenomenal job at 
recruiting new team members. 
“Honestly, I tried to recruit a 
couple of basketball players 
and tried to convince them 
that [running cross country] is 
a great way to put them in op-
timal shape,” he reveals. “Cross 
country is brutal. You have to 
have a lot of heart.”
Sophomore David Lerner 
was one of many students to 
be recruited by Noseal this 
season. He agrees with the sea-
son’s hectic practice schedule 
but is proud to be part of such 
an enthusiastic team. “We re-
ally have a nice bunch of guys 
on the team and we have a lot 
of fun running,” he says. 
Noseal fi nds team spirit and 
support from other non-run-
ners essential to performing 
well at the CUNY Champion-
ship this season and encour-
ages fellow students to come 
out and support their team. 
“It would really help us take 
cross country at Baruch to a 
diff erent level,” he says. “[Aca-
demically speaking], Baruch is 
known around the country. I’m 
hoping that someday it will be 
known around the world [for 
its cross country team].”
Th is Saturday, the men’s 
team will be competing against 
DeSales University at 11:15 
p.m. at Center Valley, Pennsyl-
vania. It is the men’s team’s last 
meet of the season before the 
CUNY Championship on Oct. 
22 at Van Cortlandt Park. 
Th e women’s cross country 
team started their season out 
strong placing fi rst in Baruch’s 
own Invitational with their 
runners individually taking 4, 
10, 11, 17 and 22 place. 
Although the women’s team 
placed 26 at the cut-throat NYU 
Invitation, coaches Gonzalez 
and Mui feel that the girls did 
exceptionally well. “Th ey went 
into the race with the right at-
titude,” says Mui. “Th ey knew 
it was highly competitive and 
welcomed the challenge.”
At the Bard Invitational, 
there were a lot of factors play-
ing against the lady Bearcats. 
Th e team arrived that day with 
not much time to warm up 
and rain made the course slip-
pery and hard to manage. Th ey 
placed 11 out of 19 schools. 
Senior and team leader Mer-
cedes Zegarra praises the two 
new coaches’ techniques. “Ari-
ande [Mui] is so knowledge-
able at fi tness center workouts, 
where we are toning our mus-
cles especially abs, legs, and 
arms,” she says. “When [we] 
face a steep hill, Brenda [Gon-
zalez] tells us that you need to 
pump your arms to get up that 
hill, not necessarily your legs.” 
Th e women’s team’s next meet 
is this Saturday against City Tech at 
Van Cortlandt Park in the Bronx at 
10 a.m.




Women’s Tennis gained yet 
another victory on Friday, Sept. 
29. Th is time, the Bearcats played 
against CCNY and the fi nal score 
came out to be 9-0, with Baruch 
winning all three doubles and all 
six singles.
Th e Bearcats gave their oppo-
nents no opportunity to defeat them 
without a single tiebreak. Final 
scores of the doubles were 8-1 for 
Irina Piskunova and Kateryna Py-
lypyshyna, 8-1 for Ellen Dadanina-
Podaval and Sara Ayoub and 8-2 for 
Mariya Krivorotova and Alexandra 
Vamanu. Final scores for the singles 
were 6-1, 6-1 for Irina Piskunova, 
6-0, 6-0 for Kateryna Pylypyshyna, 
6-0, 6-0 for Ellen Dadanina-Podval, 
6-0, 6-0 for Mariya Krivorotova, 6-1, 
6-0 for Sara Ayoub and 6-0, 6-0 for 
THE TICHER ARCHIVE
BY MARIANE ST. MAURICE
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Women’s Volleyball head coach 
Allison Gunther has changed the 
persona of the team since tak-
ing over this season. Gunther has 
implemented more strenuous 
practices and holds daily team 
workouts in the fi tness center after 
practices. T
he team has responded well to 
this new system, and all their hard 
work paid off  on Th ursday, Oct. 5, 
when the Baruch Bearcats reached 
their season high of four consecu-
tive wins. 
Th e team started off  the week by 
defeating York College in a sweep 
on Tuesday, Oct. 3, in a game 
played in the ARC Arena. Baruch 
mostly controlled the game, ex-
cept in the second set, where they 
faced some tough competition. 
Th e Bearcats actually found them-
selves trailing 19-12 at one point, 
but managed to overcome the Car-
dinals 30-26 in that set. 
Th e game only lasted three sets, 
in a sweep by the Bearcats (30-16, 
30-16, 30-20). Th e two keys players 
of the game were sophomore Alice 
Livermore, who had 11 kills and 
two services, as well as freshman 
Myra Estepan, who recorded 34 as-
sists and four aces. 
Estepan also received the CUNY 
rookie of the week title, and was 
named the All-Tournament Team 
at the Hartwick Invitational. Th e 
Women’s Volleyball team attended 
the tournament in upstate New 
York over the weekend of Sept. 30. 
It can easily be said that the vol-
leyball team has improved dramat-
ically since the start of its season. 
Th e team recorded their season 
high just two days after, in a non-
conference game against Polytech-
nic. 
Although the game was not an 
incredibly easy one, the Bearcats 
managed another sweep (30-17, 
30-22, 30-20). Myra Estepan, and 
sophomore Mariya Korolkova, 
who recorded seven kills and four 
service aces, led the Baruch team 
to the victory over the Fighting 
Blue Jays. 
After losing to their tougher 
conference opponents last week, 
Hunter and CCNY, the Bearcats 
took major steps during their cur-
rent winning streak. Th e team has 
been making tremendous im-
provement, fi nally putting their 
immense individual talent togeth-
er. All they have to do is keep work-
ing together. 
Th ey’ll be back in action on Oct. 
14 against Mount Saint Vincent’s.
Women’s volleyball on a roll





VICTOR CHUI THE TICKER
Schedule
Track is gaining popularity at Baruch.
VICTOR CHUI THE TICKER
Baruch eyes CUNYAC fi nals with a 4-1 standing.
